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'eM adame, 


The vertuous ;Lady, 


ſhip, love tothe belt 


Aunt SusanCaciii, 


Grace and peace be multi-| 
pled by Telus Chriſt. 


7 He ſweettalte 
W's ] tiave had, of 
your Lady- 


things, hath encoura- 


ged me, humbly. 
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i 
: 
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Az _pre- 


The Ep:ſtle Deduatory. = 


preſent this Lictletract 
unto you. V hat 
Solomons ipeaks from 
experience, that you 
upon. triall Hhavd 
found true, T hat thai 
moſt promifmg* con 
terits of thu life, are| 
vanity and vexation 0j: 


Spirit. Our wile and 


/|mercifull Father|c 
\|doth uſually thu 
|1mbitter the ſweeteſlf 
| thin 


gs of this world 


tous; that wee may 
the. more cordially 


| 


rell:{h]- 


—TheE pifile Dedicatory, 
A rellifh; and fervently 
1at ſeek afcer, that full ſa- 
tisfying and everla- 
ouſting {weernefle and 
comfort, whichis in 
þ Communion with 
14 Ghriſtour heavenly 
are Hugsband; -in whom 
3 ojall: fulneſſeof conſo- 
ndlation.dwels. A drop 
er of chis' tranſcende ; 


n 
huſftilneſſe,your L ady- 
reſſſhip ( I hope ) ſhall 
r|dfind:: diſtilled . inte 
na ourſoulbyreading 
all __ bite le 'Worke” 


i{h 2 12A 4 now 


ſh 


| \The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


now come to your, 
hands,which like 4-| 

qna Vue, ſhall cheer 
oa reviye your ſad, 
| Ig ready a 

aint, Fainting per «, 
{ons,carry:httle þot- 
tles 'of- reyiving 11: 


your pocket-compa 


nion , and. peruſe: 


_— of 1t OY 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, | : 


— —— 


ur\qualmesto ſeaze up- 
Aon..you, you {hall 
enfinde -( 1 trult 
adlchrough the bleſſipg | 
ec) of Chriſt,much eale | 
rand comfort; andſo. 
dt ſpend and end your, 
hi aged dayes, 1n more | 
literve ſolace of heart,] 
#then yet! you have 
done :your  prameſt 
2b dayes of flouriſhing! 
pa- youth. The accon- 
13 phiſhing ot--this,, IS, 
Kel] the fincere-and: holy 
le] aime of your mnch: 


+ As. ob 


| The Epiftle Dedieatory, = . 


Cm, 


AOoW Come to your 


hands,which like 4- 
quaYite, (hall cheer| 
and reviye your. ſad 
ſpiritwhen ready t1 
fi aint, Fainting pers 
ſons,carry:;litle hop 


tles 'of: re viving i: 


a 4 


# 


your pocket-compa: | 
nton , and. peruſe::a 
Iicele ofit filowhen 
[you feele. ſoule: 


| T. 


ay. Ce ———————_—_—_— es 
 i.4 
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ur|qualmesto ſeaze up- 
A oN:, You, . .You {ſhall 
Cr fnde 74 F tru(t ) 
ad through: the bleſſipg 
© of Chriſt,much eale 


: 
Feand comtort ; andſo: 


| 
i 


M- aged dayes, 1N more 
ut] erye-folace of heart, 
1chen yet! you' have 
done your . prameſt 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory,  \ 


t ſpend and end your, 


by dayes of flouriſhing 
paJyouth, T he accom- 
A pliſhing 'af-this,, 1s 
MN the fincere-and: holy 
aime of your mnch 


> OO _—_— 


11 As. . ab- 


| - The Epiſtle Dealcatory. FED 


1 
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obliged Nt ephew, it in 
chit his firſt offering 
to publique view. 

VV hich timple aim, 

| that the Lord may 
| graciouſly anſwer, ; 
to your [ adiſhips 
comfort here, ande- 
ternal] happineſſe 
hereafter, I ſhall ſtill 
continue my prayer, 
| | (choughchere I end 
| |myEpiſtle) thatthe 
| {Lord willftillantend: 
'| [this mypoore ende/ 
vour: with' his ric 


[> bleſſing;._ 


——— A — 


"—, Epiſtle Dedicatory, 


n!| bleſſing, to all the 


| partakers therof, and 
|1n fpeciall toyou, 


Your much obli- 


ged Nephew, 


NicuoLas LOCkyYes. 
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[CHRISTIAN 
READER. 


;, LETT Ommunion” "with 
tk 4 (Chriſt, "3+ our| 
A bappineſſe i in this. 
m5 and in the world to 
comiethat which makes eve; 
[19 fete thing ſweets and 
every ſweet thing ſwener. 
[YVithtbs ſweetſubjett ir this 
Vittle Traft ow cometo thy. 
[649d rakew: up. \Poore fal- 
len mans fill complaining 
of one wans or other ;- and 
when 


. 4 — = 


L 
—- -—w- — TRIBE 
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| EC 


To the Reader. 


when the thing ts given 
which he longed for yet hts/ 
[oule is ar fire from con-' 
tent, as before ; like to al 
cbilde that cries for this and, 
that, and yet when hee hath) 
what he cryed for, continues 


1 our want is this, f # wa a 


| pheints ; the infelicity of the 


Ml 


crying-ſtill., and Cannor. zelll 


Communion "with. Cori 
| this is the cauſe of all cam 


ſoule; the ſumme- of many 
 miſery;bere and. hereafter tf 
but poore blind man ſees-il. 


| 


1129 348d therefore" :£0M l 


Plaines of, twemy:things| | 
twenty miles a this. fide hil , 
=H al 


” b 
— _ 
-_— - # An , mg” 
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2 To the Reader. 


|| &ayes in labour and ſorrow, 
land yes- lofes happineſſe, 
| both bere and hereafter too. 


| fu1felÞicity : a fullfruition 


Fell pithout Chriſt, is but vanity 


of morethen, O fallen man, 
[th # canſt get into commu- 
niou With' thy God's the 
more Will thy great loſſs be 
v4 repaired, thy complaining 
ter {ſoule ſatisfied, and thytran- 
:® quility ſettled upon thee a 
0 patne. Hunt not then after 
gs riches honours, pleaſures, 


69 and ſich like low delights 


of 


1 k 


diſcaſe . and ſo ſpends bis 


| Afull fruition of Chriſt, is | 
of any thing below Chriſty| | 


£44 | and Pexation of ſpirit, The 1) 


Pſal.13g. 
19,18, 


|of the ſownes of men , with 


[Lam till with thee. Th4 


—— 


To the Reader. 


thic deluded miſtaken, 
world,which lies in wicked-| 
neſſe . for felicity is not in| 
theſe : but ſtudy and ſerive } 
afier a nearer comtnigs 
with Chriſt : the next way 
to get moſt in with him;tt thel 
ſpeedy way unto all happi-| 
nefje : (o much as thoucanſt| 
get of hu company, ſo much|| 
art thou in heaven. Howl 
precious are thy thoghts 
unto me, O God , how| 
great ihe ſum ofthem 96 
It [ ſhold count the, the 
aremorein number the 
the ſand : when I awakdl 


{.__ TotheReader. 
\ #Heaven upon Earth; and 
en, that true nobility and bo- 
-d-| w0ur which we /bowld all be 
in| ambitions aſjer.; 3 toloſeour 
ive\ ſpirits in God. What an 
ion|| wn{peakeable felicity ut it;t0 
vay| bee (Hill with God in. out | 
the thoughts ?-T his eamobleothe | 


»þj-[/pirit of man, andmakes it 
1nſ#14 companion to the King, 
uch| of Kings 7. this gives even. 
owl neſſe and” - fteadineſſe E ro] 
hrs jemanscomſe: und makes. 
5 hinrwalke 1s aloe Wwayes| 

n Jof God blameleſſe;s"i"thie| 
be gives tranſcendant peace | 
her and tranquility to 4 mans | 
akafpirit ; and makes him un-| 
rbif aveable\in” the midſs of | 

; — feaxes. 


'] 


[niom:, make uſe '( if thi 
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To the Reader, | 
feares : thu gives bread # 
famine ; drinkezin drought, 
peaceinwarre; health; in 
fickneſſe*; life, in death. 
Devote thy |, ale therefore 
10 Chriſt;zbat he may devote 
bimſelfe to'thee and 5 a 
poore medium of commu. 


pleaſe ). of. thir. enſuing 
Treatiſe. If thou get. an 


good » give glory.:ito God |, 


and make: the poore Ren: 
wan, a conſtant fharer-i 


thy Prayers. hog.” 
| 
 Thinei in Chr 


Theophilus Philanthropms, 


Tg Church Militant, 
3] How Chrift. dnth come to his 


4 will come to-her, 


| ter, 


Tp 
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. by 
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The eprieaipal Heads 
handled in thistra&. 


Hat the Churchof Chrift 
Militant , ſhall not. be left 
comfortlel e,becanſe Ag 


* Ther Chooſi dothcome 1946 | 
p:8] 


i 


Church' Militant, tocomfort her | 
in all conditions, © P-15| 
' WhenChrift comes t2 hu dif” 
conſolate Church, as « Comforter, | 
P+3 4G | 
Why chriſt will come to hs 
Church. wpor earth , as —_— 
Ce 
Wicked men ſhall Fl Ty dhe 
| comfortlefſe , becauſe Chriſt 46 4- 


| Comforter Ley” never came to 
them, P. 47,0 | 
Laughter 


. — a. 


| | The Contents. 


——— 
ſpirituall conſolation another pa. 


> O— x —_ _ = 


49 
How Chriſt doth come t03he| 
[ wickedin the life, p.50| 
Chriff will come to the wic- 
hed, neither in proſperity wor is 
_ ity,as a Comforter, 
P-51, &' 
How wicked men: may get. 
| Pen 494 —— come 10| 
I U hers, 545 Gl | 
| Fſefull infirations 1 o Tong! 
mes ,and te babes in Chriſt, p.58|' 
Strong men in Chriſt that ſay 
Phiſh os as 4 Comforter 46.COnwe ti 
hen, ſrinkdi make \it- ſurt- 
beimfalue that they are not de\ 1 
ward, p«5 1 
| The erat ond ofthis, p.ibl 
' How aman may know that ill Þ 
'& Chriſt indeed, and no ſpirit of® 
[delufs Jon, which i com to hin C 
with conſolation, P-6t 
| 0s! men in Chriſt , Gi 
they) 


- <w—_ 
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| 7 TheContents.: | 


nd \\|they have madeit ſure to. theme 
22. || ſelves, that the true Comforter « | 
4.9 || come to thews, ſhould ſowalkethat 
he ||they may ever ivjoy his: ſweet 
5O| cOmpany.. | | p.66 
4c How Chriſtians may ſo walke 
7. ls to enjoy Chriſt 4.4 Compor-' 
[ter continually, p.67 
t>c.\| Babes in Chriſt which newer 
get| found Chrift as a Comforter to 
ze 10| come to them, ſhould beleeve that 


> ma VA Ee 


ec, Chrift will cometo them, p. 76 | 
ong| Tour objeftions againſt Chrift 


4 8 comming t0them as a Comfor- 
t ſag #7 ,anſwered, P.77 
we id Babes in Chrift that never 
+ 8d found Chriſt gs a Comforter come 
t de to them, ſhould patiently wait till 
51 Chrift thus comers them, p.8o 
5.161 Several confracrations very 
24t il powerfull, to make the. ſoule to 
it of Part patiently , till Chriſt-ws 8 
hi Comforter come ts him, pag.81 


p-6q MSF Ao 
afich Babes in Chriſt , which never | 
2 SEE Jet \ 


— 


The Concents, 


yes founs Chriſt as a\Comforter 
come tothem, ſhould obferve how} 
Chriſt comes with comfort to'the\lf 
ſoule and not put him off; * p.,90 
> Babes in Chriſt , which have |+ 
| ſound Chrift ana Comforter to 
| comets them: but row: haveteſtÞ 
him ; fbould labour to be ſenſible} 
of there, - - p.92.Ge.[ 

. Suck ſhonld net blame Chriſt): 
| for departing 4s «- Comforter 
|fromthem, . -pig5, ch 
.. Mranes. bow ſach babes \in\\ 
| Chriſt ; may get their Comforter - 
£0 TCeurne agatne to them,p. 96h 


39 - &c. 
._ > 2 Tim.4. Verſ.22, * | 
The Lord Ieſus Chrift*bet 
with thy ſpirit. ' ' PF 
To have the Lord Teſw Chriſt" 
with our ſpirits , is a prime an 
prencipall bleſſing, p.10 
There ts a donble preſence 0 
Chriſt with man, corporall an 
ſbiritualljoyntly, or meerely ſp1 | 


: 


th 


ritgall) 
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The Contents, | 

ritnas, 1 PI a 6g. 
- The fpirituall preſence of Chriſt 
hel[ ith man upon earth, is commun.e 
o {or ſpecial, .,* prog 
lf. iT o heve. Chriſt ſpecially pre: 
with our ſpirits, t the ready 
wey.te alltemporall good, p.109 
\ | Objcdtions to the contrary, 
anſwered, | P.I1o,G&c. 
|. To bave C hbrift. ſpecially pre- 
with our ſpirets, u the ready 


— - C—_— 
— — a 0 mn 
mn - _ 


| 
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. SHEET 4+ INAETH: 41 
\.To, have Chriſt after a ſpeciall 
Wann with our ſpirits #& the 
Kd way to eternal grod,pi120 
: [x2 Nt re beve Chrife.' ſpecially 
| it/ronr fpirts is agredt 
bf P-121 


Wherein. thu grand cwvill doth 


. 


, P.134 oc. 
.| How to get Chriſt tobe ſpeci«' 


all, W ally | 
none : 


—— 
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The Contents, 
allypreſentwith our AN + 
h | 4 139: 


Men that finde Chriſt ſpecial ; 
ly prefent with their ſpirits ſhow] 
| chankfully acknowledge this gre q 
AWOH7T, * ag.143, < 
|  0L ITY. Pry » ke 
Chriſt with their ſpirits, P14 
. According to what operation 
4 man.may loſe the- preſewre 
Chriſt, \ 2.0 9 P88:148,00 
: 10 hyyſtrums ſbouladabour tos 
Chriſt as much preſent with the| _ 
ſpirits as may be: and how 
way be done: ſee pare, 153; 
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1 COMMVNION 
ed withhis Church 
© Militant. 


ec er ene eee 
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I oHw14.verſ.1s. 


Twill not leave you comfortleſſe, I 
pill come to you. 


3 
< 
q 
"Y Zz==PHx15sT and his Church 
WAH arc deare each toother : the 
J > CES cruch ofthis is at largema- 
feſt in this Chapter. Ghriſt as a 
avenly Husband , being to leave 
us earthly Spouſe, ro wit, his 
- Church Milicant, andtolive with 
. Jus Father at hisrighthand in glo- 
5 | 


K4ED Iy, 


——— —_— 


It! 


( hriſts Communion with 


ry, with his Church Triumphant; 
endeavoureth with various Verſes 
of this Chapter , to contfort the [ad] | 
Spirit of his beloved Spouſe, which r 
he perceived was much dejected,| d 
The Verſe which I have choſen to a 
in(iſt on,is one of them: 7 will not] C 
leave you comfortleſſe , I will come t1 
on, In more words let me rep 
this Verſe againe. Thou, O my[di 
Love,my Dove, my faire One, aro 
ſad 1 ſee, and diſconſolate at my de4 le 
parture! eAs a Lily in the valley 
43, as a Lily ( indeed ) amon 
thornes I ſhall leave thee © the Princy Tl 
of darkeneſſe dwelling in the childreq an 
of darkneſſe will endevour to devonry Vil 


[ 
' 
' 
ſ 


| 


thee ; Sons of Belial will beſet thee Fa 
perſecute and torment thee, as they 
have done me before thee : but be ne 


| ar this diſmayed,O faireſt of women|wo 


dejeited, as ont without all conſolat qui 
01: for I will not leave thee comfort{can 
leſſe,1 will come to thee. if r 

What difference is there betweegto v 


if ſweet friends continually comet{Fro 


me there? 'Tis a Prifon & no beiren18 


ad}] luſts;and groan we do,under the ty- 
ich] ranny and oppreſſion of a body of 
ed] death;and O! wretched men that we 
| tof are dwelling in theſe dungeons of 
not] Clay, if no triend fro heaven come 
e 14 to us ?*Tis true, O my Spouſe, what 
thou ſayeſt ; and therefore that thy 
| dwelling in the body way not be co- 
ar fortlefle, | wil come to thee. / wil not 


The body is a priſon tothe ſoul, 
and the World 1s a Hell to both. 


Father corments her ſpirit; andthe 
theychildren torment her fleth : neither 
in body nor ſoule, whileſt in this 
»en[world, can the Spouſe of Chrift be 
lathquiet, We that arethus in hell upon 
fortcarth, ſhall quickly be comfortlelle, 
it no friend from Heaven come 
to us. True, Oh my Spouſe : but to 
ouſqdprevent this, / will come to thee. 
net{from Heaven to Earth ( indeed ) 
eiceqls a long journey ; bur yer this 


B 2 Ile {| 


Chrifts { ommuniox with 

Ile not ſtand on ,, rather then thou| , 
;ſhalr be left comforcletle, in any}, 
condition upon Earth,T will fron 
Heaven come to thee, Let it be 
| what weather Uwill; at what tim: 
ewill ; and be at midnight thow, 
need'ſt me, 1 will come to thee; If ( 
will not leave you comfortleſſe, I will 1 
Comet 8 Jon, p 

Afflition hath made manyfriendy 
upon earth forſake me, O my Saf g 
viour ! wilt not thou my heavenly, 
friend fo ſerve me? What if th & 
Devill caſt me into priſon ? wilfq 
'thoucome to me there ? wilt the 
viſit me when I lie ina nafty room 
amongſt naſty wretches , that curly g 
and ſwear, which thou canſt noy #, 
endure to heare ? Yea, O faireſt c 
Women ! rather then thou ſhalt bg; 
comfortielſe in ſack a conditien, BY 
' will come to chee, p 
 Thoi, wile cometo me, Only 
Saviour; one day z bur whar if ch(fe 
Devill kcepe me 1n ſuch a Priſon 
ten dayes? along time? till this 
ron enter into my fonle? wilt thow /; 
not Waxc weary at laft, and leavd\f 

| com. 


| — 


X 
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- his ( burch Militant, 
houl comming to me ? No my love, I 
NF amreſolved tothe contrary. [7 will 
Oh zor ] leave thee comfortleſſe [1 will] 
A come to thee. 

Why, but what if Satan winhow 
me ax Wheat, and caſt me into 
34 linne, which is more odtous to 
wM chee' than any priſon; than any 
place,or any ching : wile chou not 
a chen ſhake me off for ever, and never 
come to me more? This, O faireſt 
of Women , may make me ceaſe 
7 comming to thee for « zowezr, bur 
wi nolonger ; for I am reſolved notto 
ony condicion,cicher of ſinneor puniſh - 
urld ment. 7 will wot [ leave ] thee Com 
nol forrlefſe, Þ I will] come to thee, 
it of My Text,youſce, is Chriſts con- 
TO jogall promiſe to his Spouſe, of al] 
1, Fkindnefſe, during the time of his 

perſonall abſence, The matcer of 
mchis promiſe is conſolacory z the 
 UiFforme according to which our Savi- 
ſolff our exprellech this conſolatory lan- 
el ovage , is firſt negative, { will nor 
how /zave 10u comfortleſſe. Secondly, af- 
ave finmative,l will core to you. Theſe 
wk B3. - later 


a 


—— 


Chrifts Communion with 


latter words containe the reaſon 
' what is delivered in the forme 
Wee cannot bee comfortlefle ; rb 
cauſe ] Chriſt ftill comes to u 
And- thus taking the words yo 
may reade them thus,viz. { wif! 1, 
leave you eomfortleſſe, [. for) 1 wi 
come to you, No condition can 
comfortlelſe,if Chrift come to us. 
I will not leave you comfortleſſe, 
Our/egios Vugs ipparte, I will\not leav 
you fatherleſſe and motherleſſe, 1 wi 
not leave you Orphants , ſaith t 
Origina]l , Yppzifzum, the wor 
comes from, that is heretranſlat 
comfortleſſe , which fignifies, to 
made fatherlefle and motherlelle 
which becauſe it 1s uſually a cond) 
tion very comfortletle , thereforci 
the word thusrendred , ip$ariv cg 
fortleſſe,Thus the children of Chri 
ſhall not be left. They are no Or 
phans which have Chriſt for thei 
' Father, They are never totally be 
reft of all comfort, to whom Chri 
| comes ; and thus he will till doe to 


£0 


| 


his Church Milicant.Chriſt will ne 
ver leave comming from Heaven. 


"_— 


| _ "7 IS 
a bis (burch Militant, 


—— SS 


on of| to Earch , although ic bee a very 
rmer!| long journey,as long as he hath any 
; [ b4| one childe upon Earth. 7 will nor 
o uy | leave you comfortleſſe. | 
1 will come to you pay ag vuge, | 
{| T returne to youſfarch the Originall; | 
I wil | ſpoken in the Preſent tenſe, and nor 
in bed | in the Fucure, [ 1.will] returne to 
us. | |y0#, as we have i tranſlated. 4c 
ſſe,] | þ diceret Chriftm (ſaith one) ſe /i- | 
avi | cet'nondum profettum , iam eſſe in 
[ will | redits ; As # Chriſt had ſaid, al- 
| the |thoughI am noryet gonefrom you, 
yvord | yetam I returning co you, Chriſt | 
ated | though not aRually in perſon de- | 
o bd | parted , yer wasready in Spirit to 
(le; | be preſent with his Spouſe to the 
ndi | end of the world, 
reid | Thus havingParaphraſticallygone 
om | over theſe words, I wil pur che plain 
wif | meaning of chem into chis Theſicin 
Or! | divinity, T bat the (hrch of Chriſt 
hen! | Mutant ſhall notbe left comfortleſſe, 
be! | becauſe Chriſt will come to her. Or 
riff | thus,o chi/de of (Chriſt upon Earth, 
> to |/hall be left comfortleſſe for Chriſt 
ne! | wil come to him, What Chriſt ſpake 
7en: |ar his departure to his Diſciples , 
to B 4 Was 


| when Chriſt doth come cohis 
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was not for them eneiy,bur for the 
comfort of all his peopleto the end 
ofthe world. In his Diſciples hee 
ſpake thus to all his children , that 
are or ever (hall be upon the face of 
the Earth,[ will nor leave you com: 
fortleſſe,1 will come to you. 

This comfortable doctrine , that 
I may fully and methodically ha 
dle, I will lay open unto you theſe 
foure things: Eirſt,that Chriſtdoth 
come to his children upon Earth. 
Secondly,how Chriſt doth come to 
his children upon Earth. Thirdly, 


dren upon Earth. Laſtly , why 
Chriſt will take ſo much paines, as 
to come to his children on Earth ? 
I begin with the firſt of theſe, to 
wit,that C #4 & 1 s T doth come 
to his Church and children upon; 
Earth. Thetruth of this is evident 
by our Saviours owne language, 
and by each godly mans experi- 
ence. 

Our Saviour, not onely in my || 
Text, bur in many other places pro. 
miſed to come to his Church Mili. 


| 


: cant, | 


——_—_ _— — 
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cant , and therefore ſurely he doth 


come to his people on Earth 3 for 
Chriſt is God , a»ud God cannot ty: 


${ not repent. What Chriſt hath ſaid 


he will do, that he will faichfully 

orine to a tirtle : for faithſwll is 
he that hath promiſed , ſaich the A- 
poſtle. Go therefore and teach all 
Nations, &c, teaching them to 0b- 
ſerve all things , whatſoever [ have 
commanded you ; and loe1 amwith 


"|| | you alwayes , even to the end of the 


world, 4men. Tins place ſhewes 
plainly char Chriſt doth comerto his 


[children upon Earth; and thar he 


wiltdo this torhe endof che world. 
For Miniſters (ofall men )rowalke 
fachfully in cFeir places , reaching 
their flock to obſerve [all] things, 


that Chriſt hath given them in | 


charge , will coft themhor water, 
eſpecially living in corrupt places. 
This our Saviour tenderly conſi- 
der'3; and therefore that his Dilci- 
ples might not be dishearrn'd, he 
allures themof his company unto 
the laſt, ro ſupport and comtort 
them... Loe 1 am with yow ro the end 


Rees _* ſt of | 


— 


Mat,1.23, 


\ Come to her. He was called Em 


| | notonly to note Chriſt,as then cor: 


folly is with him: ſo may the Spoule| 
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of the world. Chriſt by this phraſ 
of ſpeech doth hint us, that whaj 
he then ſpake , ſhould . reach fur 
ther then unto thoſe to whom h 
then appeared : namely,to all Mini 
ſters and people to the end of th 
world, that ſhall faithfully diſcharg 
their places and callings to his ho- 
nour. 

I might here tell you , that nat 
only Chriſts word, bur alſo Chrifts 


name ſets forth che truth of this, that] |: 


Chriſt is with his Church Militant, 
and ſo conſequently , thathe doth 


manuel, which being interpreted, 
I God with m4, Which name was 


porally, preſent with his Church, 
but co note Chriſt as one having 
aually aſſumed our nature, andfo 
ro be moregloriouſly preſent with 
his Church to the end of ce world, 
chen ever before from the bzgin- 


ningafter Adams fall. Now as (lc | 


{aid of her Husband , as þ#* name 
is, ſois he? Nabal is his name, and 


_— —_ cu frye. >» 


ws, __ ſpect 


a | 
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ſpeake of her Husband Chriſt ; as 
'[hisname 15, ſo 1s he, Emmanzel is 
his name, whixh ſignifies God with, 
w,and ſo indeed is Chriſt. Heis 
continually with us. What David 
ſaid of himſelfe,in reſpe& of Chriſt, 
that may we truly ſay of Chriſt , in 
reſpe&t of us, Nethertheleſſo (faith 
he) 1 aw continually with thee ; thou 
haft holden me by my right hand, 
Though Chriſt dwell -in Heaven, | 
and weon Earth , yer neverchelclle | 
he 3$ continually comming to us, 
and abiding with us. - 
The. gouly have and do finde 
che truch of this by blelſed experi- 
ence, which 1s the ſecond thing; 
and that which I rather inſiſt on, 
for the confirmation of the truth in 
hand : becauſe againſt experience 
chere is nodiſputation, Peter found 
the truch of this, that Chrift comes 
to his children upon Earth , that | 
their condition moy not be com | 
tortletle, Herod calt Peter inro pri- 
[ſon, and thought co have made 
him comtortictle ; but Clrit came 
to him, as you may ice, {14 behold |Ats 12.7, 1 
(faith | 0 
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/ ſaith the Text) the Angell of thi 
Lord came upon him, anda light 
[hmedin the Priſon ;, and be ſmote 
Peter on the ſide, and raiſed hin up, 
ſaying , Ariſe up quickly , and his 
« 65.h fell off from hu bands, The 


ro have made Sreven camftorteile, 
bur Chrifts comming to him pre- 
vemted, Chriſt ſo glerioully came 


he found more comfort then ( I be- 
leeve) then ever hee did before in 


opened ready to receive him, which 
tranſcendently revived him : which 


ſeen, had not Chriſt come tohimn. 
Paul likewiſe found the truth of thi s 
point, when he had left 4:benr,and 
came to- preach to the Geztiles at 
Corimth, He was very fearctul], 
what ſuccefle he ſhould finde in his 
Miniſtery , amongſt the barbarous 
Gentiles, Now our tender Saviour, 


lews by a torme of Stones thought: 


to him in that deadly Rorme, that 


his life : for he looked mp ſtedfaftly| 
Pinto Heaven , and ſaw the glory. of 
.—+469d, and leſua flanding at the right 

—[handef God : he ſaw the Heavens 


glorious viſion he could never have| 


—_—_ 
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with feare, and made heartleile and 
comtortletle, graciouſly comes to 
himina viſion, as you may read. 


Then ſpake the Loyd to Paul by night 


| ix 4 Viſion, Be not afraid,;but ſpeake, 


and hold net thy peace ; for 1 am 
with thee ; and no man ſhall ſit on 
thee to hurt thee , for I have much 

ople in this City, Thus at ano- 
ther tune Chriſt came to Pax, that 
he might nor be left comfortletle, 
when he was pleading his cauſe be- 
fore 44ni48 , and like to be pull'd 
In PIECES, And the night following 
(faich the Text) the Lord ſtood by 
bim,and ſaid,be of good cheere Paul, 
for 4s thow haſt teſtified of me in Ie- 
ruſalem, ſo muſt thoualſo beare wit- 
neſſe at Rome. At another time 
Paul and | ray rogether had expe- 
rience of this truth, that Chriſt 
comes to his Church Militant. As 
they were powring out their ſoules 
together in prayer, Chriſt wonder- 
ful:y came rothem : hecame inan 
Earthquake, and made the founda- 


that Pas/ might not be overborne 


tions of the priſen ſhake, and (0 _ 
ne 


Aas 23.11.) I 


——_——_— 
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xed all the priſon doores , and looſed 
every priſoners bonds. Comforta. 
ble was Chrifts comming to Pas] 
and Silas , but terrible rothe Goa- 
ler ; for he ſceing in what manner 
Chriſt broke in and reſcued his ſer- 
vant , would have killed himfelfe , 
bur Chriſt came gracioully to his 
ſoulealſo, and reſcu'4 it out of rhe 
hands of the Devill. Happy was it 
for this man , that Chriſt did finiſhi} | 
rwo workes in one journey; to wit, 
cometo Pavl/and Silas,and deliver 
- Ttheir bodies out of Priſon,and with- 
all come tothe;r Goaler, and deliver 
his ſou!e ont of Priſon too. In an 
Earthquake Chrift came both to 
Priſoners and Goaler : for the Goa. 
ler came trembling to the Priſoners 
| of hope, 28a man in deſpaire ; ad 
fell downe , (atth the Tgxt , before 
| Pal and Silas,*T 1s no matter how 
| Chriſt come to.us, lo he comfort vs 
' before he leave us. Tkus I. have! 
| ſhewed toyou, that Chriſt doth | 
Ss ' cometo his Church Milicant, = 
| The ſecond thing that] am to 
| ſhew you, forthe opening of the: 
| point|| 
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| viſited and comforted Hanan, to 
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is Church Militant, To this I will 
anſwer, Firſt, more generally, and 
briefly : Secondly, more particular- 
ly and fully. More generally and 
briefly , I anſwer thus z Chriſt vi- 
fits his Church Militant,, as David 


wit , mediately by his ſpirit,as Da- 
»id did mediately by his ſervants. 
| And Twill pray the P ather , andhe 
ſhall give you anather comforter that 
be may abide with you for ever ; e- 
ver the [ Spirit of truth,) &'c. Peter 
found the truth of chis, that Chriſt 
by his Spiric comes now to his 


int, is, how Chriſt doth come to! 


church Militanr,hile Peter thoght 
on the viſion, [the Spirit) ſaid unto 
him,behold three men ſeek thee. 

 Butin the ſecond place, that 1 
may more particularly and fully an- 
(wer to this queſtion, to wit, how 
Chriſt doth come to his Courch 
Militant to comfort her in all condi- 
tions ; I will lay before you the ge- 
nerall conditions of mankinde, and 


| ſhew you how Chriſt by his Spirir, 


as a Comforter,comes tous 1n chem. 


The 


Tohn 14. 
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| 
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The Il conditions of man- 
kinde ate two, proſperity and ad- 
verſity. 

Proſperity would ſoone bring 
the ſoules of Gods people to a com- 
forclefle condition , did not Chrift 
by his Spirix come to them. Satan, 
that evill Spirit is ſo bulie,comming 
ro the children of God , when in 
proſperity, that didnor Chriſt alſo 
come tothem by his Almighty Spi- 
rit , to quench all his fiery darts, 
their ſou:es would ſoone be com- 
forclelle, the Lord knowes, When 


-  .. | Peter was warm inthe High Prieſts 
'| Hall , then the Devill by a Damio. 
fell cameto him , and ſo farhepre- 


vaild on him, that had nor Chriſt 


lookr back upon him , and by his| 


Spirit come to him, he had beene in 
a confortlelſe condition indeed. 
And thus would the condition 


of good men now be , which are|| 


warine in their neſts with out- 
ward things , did not Chriſt come 
tothem: when the ſonnes of God 


f 
be honourable, and great amongſt || 


the ſonnes of men , as Davidand 


Solomon, 
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Solomon , Tob, Tacob, and Abra- 
ham were ; then che Devill in point . 
of policy , though not out of love, 
vilits them often ; and by ofren 
comming to them then , drawes | 
cheir precious ſoules into many 
linnes, as pxide , ambition, walice, 
ſenſuality, and the like; which 
like Cankers , quickly fret and eat 
out all divine conſolation in the 
ſoule , and leave it like the Prodi- 
all. feeding upon husks; ſolaci 
£ ſelfe wry fin other joy and _ 
terit, then what the bare creaeure 
» vi ſinne willafford the ſenſe ; 
which, you muſt needs ſay, is of 
all comfortlefleconditions themoſt 
and worſt comfortlefſe. Now that 
theſe may not be leftin this com- 
fortlefle ſtate, to periſh eternally, 
Chrift by his Spiric thus comes 
to them, Firft ina ſweer ſtill voice 


| behinde chem , as the Prophet 


_—_ 4,” 


ſpeaks , ſaying, ſometimes, inthe 
midft of their {enſuality ; rhis 15 not 
the way to eternalljoy : no, this 
is theway', O ſenſuallſoule, walk. 
1n it, 


| This 


A. 


= 
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This ſtill voice firikes a dampe in 
(the merry ſenſuall ſoule of a Chri- 
ſtian , and makes his heart, in the 
midi} of vaine laughter, ſad, If this 
 be.not prevalent. enough to turne 
him, bur on againehe will in his (in- 
full way ; then Chrift comes with a} 
witnelle , in thundering . and light: 
ning.to convince and ſting the con- 
ſcience, as he did tothe Ifraclites;to| 
ql bring them to ſee their wickednetle] | 
kl inchuſing a King, Vncill God chun- 
ig der'd and lighten'd from Heaven 
fearfully,they layd not co heart their 
Wy rejefting God as their King , 
118 ' went on ſtrongly and unaffe&edly 
þ intheir way, Andjuſt chus oft times 
itis , with many of the Sonnes of 
Godin proſperity: the ſtil] voice 
of Chriſt ſweetly ſuggeſting , and 
mildely checking for (inne , is not 
ſtrong enough to ſtep and turne 
chem ; untill the Angell of the Co- 
venant come downe into the con- 
ſcience , and ſtand witha flaming 
Sword, threatrning nothing but 
Hell and Death , if they make ona 
ſteppe furcher , they ſtop nor turne 


not; 
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not ; which though not Chriſts na- 
tural carriageto his children, yer 
be will in tender love deny him- 
(elle chus farre , as to put on an af- 
frigheing Vizard upon his ſmiling 
countenance, and come terribly, 
and ſave violently , by plucking 
his children our of the fire, rather 
then he will leave any of his ſo com- 
fortlelle , as to periſh remediletle. 
Chriſt will ſpeake our and ſpeake 
plaine,as he didto David by Na- 
than,when a ſtill voyce, _ ſecrer 
ſilent hints and becks will not doe, 
He will come andlay bis mouth to. 
a manseareand cry aloud, when he 
perceives that the pleaſure or profic 
of ſin hath made him very deafe:he 
will never lcave crying and cal- 
ling, ftriking and knocking , till 
he hath made the deafe ſoule heare, 
[and humble himſelfe. with Petey 
o-f [and David, and then hee puls 
1-] [off the terrible Vizzard from 
gf | his countenance, and lookes up- 
ur} | on the mourning - penitent , wich 
al | a countenance like Lebaxon, and 
ef |his lips droppe ſweerte ſinclling | 


| __myrrh, | 


— 
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myrrh,into his broken ſpirit,and ſo 
15not lefr comfortletſe , accordin 
ro Chrifts promiſe, / will not leaw 
you comfortleſſe,l will come to yon. 
But ſuppoſe Satan ſhould not 
be bulie, comming to the ſonnes 
God in proſperity; yet would 
worldly proſperity be a comfort 
letlecondition , ſhould not Chriſt 
* | by his Spirit come tothem. Riches 
| [and hoaours,together wich all other 
+ | delights of the Sonnes of Men, they 
; [areas thewhiteofan Epge, thi 
without ſavour , unleſſe Chriſt 
come along with them to us: t 
tyreand weary, pricke, diftrat and 
vexea man - they rob him of his 
ſlcepe, and many rimes of his. wits, 
nay,ofhis precous life: they drown 
mens ſoules in pride, vol . 
neſle,ſecurity, and ſoſet then in the 
next way to Hell, This ſnare waits 
| at eyery ungodly mans table,which 
makes pro perity to him cemfort-|} 
lefle. This ſnare, chat it may not 
catch the godly , Chriſt comes to 
them by his Spirit , and ſan&ifies 
proſperity by them 3 Hee teaches 


| _ them| | 
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them how to abound ; that 1s, how 
ſoro uſe the creature, as to enjoy ſer- 
vice and comfort from it, and co 
we, honour and glory to God 
Its 
The creature ts empty of what it | | 
promiſeth ;, and entiſing with what | | 
it ha: h : and this makes proſperity | 
to every carnall man,a comfortletle 
condition. Now to take off both 
theſe, Chriſt comes to his children 
{| which enjoy the creature, plente- 
ouſly: he comes in the creature,& ſo 
cmes the emptinetle of it: thar is, 
byhis bleſſing he makes it ſaris6a- 
ble and contentfull to the enjoyer, 
which it is not of it ſelfe: this 1s the 
on gaine that attends the god- 
y ; Chrift comes 1n the creature 
-11|to them, and ſo cures the empri- 
|| | nefle of it, and purs ſuch a ſuperna- 
tural] vertue and ſweernefle in it, 
that they are therewith contented. 
And as Chriſt comes 5» ] the crea- 
||| ture to cure the emprineſle ot ir, 
o|||ſohee comes # with ] the creature,to 
s||| cuaretheentifing of it. Hedoth by 
s|| | the creature leade the ſoules of his 
al Children | 
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children to the Creator : by the 
{weert of the one, he lifts uptheir 
ſouls to heaven,to admire the ſweet- 
nelle of the other: ſo that, rhat 
which others are enciſed and beſot- 
ced with, and reſt in, that they take 
wing from to flec to heaven,whence 
comes every good and perfect pitt, 
whichis that indeed that makes pro- 
(perity a comfortable condition; 
which otherwiſe is comforrlelle 
enough,the Lord knowes, 
Secondly , adverlity would be a 
comfortlefle condition to the god- 
ly,if Chrift by his-Spirit did not 
come to them: This I ſuppoſe none 
will deny ; For no affuition in it 


ſelfe is comfortable or joyful , but 


comfortlefle, if Chrift by his Spirit 
doe not come to us. Corporall affli- 
Aion 1s a comfortlefle condition, 
unlelle Chriſt come to us,and bee 
our Phyſicians. Spirituall aftliRtion 
15 a morecomfortlefle condition , if 


'! Chriſt doe not come to us. 


Here theſe two queſtionsare ne- 


doth Chrift cometo us in corporal! 


| 


afflii- 
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afflition ? Secondly , how doth 
Chrift come to us in ſpiricuall affli- 
&ion ? 

To theſe queſtions both toge- 
ther,I chus anſwer: Chriſt the Phy- 
litian of ſoule and body , comes to 
both with comfort in one way; and 
that is by helping che ſoule to apply 
the promiſes of God, which are ſu- 
table to his diſtrelſe, If a childe of 
God beſad and ſorrowfull, becauſe 
of corporall afflition,Chriſt comes 
tolym by his Spirit, with this com- 
fortable language, 7 am all-ſuffi. 
cient, Chriſt by his Spirit, ſpreads 
abroad this Cardinall promiſe be- 
fore the ſad ſoule, and ſhewes him 
what a depth of mercy is folded up 
in it, There is a ſufficiency of 


[| | wiſedome in mee, te finde ort 


wayes and meancs to dcliver thee, 
though never ſo low brought. 
There is likewiſe a ſufficiency of 
power, to proſccute right meanes 
toaccompliſh their right end. Nay, 
there is a ſufficiency in me,to worke 
about good for thee , O ſad ſoule, 
| without meanes, 

There's 
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There's a ſufficiency of affeftion{|P 
and will,to declare power and wiſe- 
dome, with every attribure clſe , fe 

thy good, lt for all this application 
and amplification of a generall pro-|| fo 
miſe, the ſoule till droope undef] :/ 
ſome corporal ealamity;Chriſt doth 
then in ſuch a ſoule,as /acobsſonne 
and daughters did for him , Th 


th 

cc 

w 

th 
comfortea him : ſo Chriſt by his pe 
Spirit,after a lively manner indeed] uj 
riſesupinſuch a ſoule ro cemfon[|ſ 
him : and nowhe leads this mour- C 
ning Chriſtian to ſome particula]|la 
promiſe ; that 1s,ſuch a promiſe a|pr 
{peakes not of deliverance in gene|| C 
rall,but of deliverance in particular,|| | 
out ofthis or that kinde of diſtretley| pr 
which he groanes under. Asto give 
you an inſtance, ſuppoſe a Chriſtifr 
an be ſad and takethoughr,as Chriſt] yo 
ſaith,YVbat he ſhall cas, and what hi| th 
ſhall drinks , and wher ewithall heel th 
ſhak be cloathed: then the Comla 
forter comes with this particulatſco 
promiſe, which-ſpeakes of deliver- 
_ out of this particular diſtrelle, 


— "4 


Firſt, 
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Pirſt , ſeeke the Kingdome of God 
and hu righteouſneſſe , and all theſe; 
things ſhall be added »nto you : take 
therefore no thought for to morrow, 
for to morrow ſhall take thought for 
derſ| the things of it ſelfe. If yer tor all 

{|this, che ſpirit of a Chriſtian till 
complaine, as one fearing he ſhall 
want daily bread for him and his ; 
then the Comforrer comes , and 
189] perſwades the ſoule toreſt quietly 
df upen the pronuſe of God. Hee 
—_ now to the complaining 
-1| Chriſtian , as the Levices tather in 

law did to him, Comfort thy ſelfe,1 
{| pray thee , with a morſellof bread. 
ne-[| Comfort thy ſelf,O mourning ſoul, 
ar,f{1 pray thee , with this particular 


lle| promiſe , which is bur a morſell of | 


ivef|that bread , which came downe 
| from Heaven, one of the leaſt fa- 
iRf| yours that Chriſt hath procured for 
bl thee, co wit, a right and intereft in 
betÞ| the creature; with this perſwaſive 
m4 language , doth Chriſt follow the 


larl complamming ſoule , untill he hath | * 


'er-1] perſwaded him, ro owne his owne 
tle. 0 mercy, and ſo be keeps his children 
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in poverty , from being comfort. 
lefle. 

As Chriſt in corporall afflii- 
os comes to his children, and 
keeps them from being comfortles ; 
ſo likewiſe he comes to them in ſpi- 
ritnall afflitions, that they may not 
be left comfortletſe, If a childe of 
God be ſad and ſorrowtull, becauſe! 
of this or chat ſtrong temptation, 
che Comforter rhen comes to him! 
with chis ſweet language, fy grace 
ts ſufficient for thee, Thou prayeſt, 
and Satan temprs thee z thou doeſt| 
fait and pray, and yer Satan and 
thy luſts are more violent upon! 
chee : thoudoeſt all this with bit-| 
ter tearcs, and Satan 1s the more 
bitcerly bent againſt thee, and chou 
art foil'd every mome:t, By this, 
 O winnowed ſoule ! Chriſt would] 
ſhew thee , that thou wilt 'bee 
comfort. fle , in the midR 'ot all 
|rhy ſore ſoule-labour , unlelle he] 
| come.cothee. Thu ſame ſhall com-| 


| totle of our hands , faid Lamech of 
Noah: ſo may weſay of Chritt;this 


{ ame 


te 
nd 
eS 5 
pt- 
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of, 
uſe | 
wo 
1m! 
act 
&, 
eſt] 
nd| 


on] 


of his blood, how deep it is , and 
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ſame mult comfort us , concernin 
che labour and cojle of our ſoules 
with any temptation,or elſe we ſhall 
be comforclelſe, chough we labour 
never ſo much: and this Chriſt doth 
and will do,] will not leave you com- 
fortleſſe, 1 will come to yoa, 

It a Chriſtian lye languiſhing, 
becauſe of Satans prevailing upon 
him by temptation ; that he nay 
not be comtcrtlcle 1n this condi- 
tion , Chriſt by his Spirit comes to 
him, and ſhews him the fountaine 


| 


— 


how free it is. How deepe it is, that 
it will drowne all (in;S1as after con- 
verſion, as well as before: linnes 
often repeated, as well as ſins once 
only committed. And then hee 
ſhewes the wounded ſeule, how 
free this fountaine is , for awy that 
hanger andthirſt for it, for any that 
are weary and heavy laden, and 
defire to be caſed by itz. and ſo 
by degrees drawes the wounded 
ſoule, ro waſh his wounds in it 
by faith , and fo Chriſt heales and 
comforts him. As the brethren 


*7 


I Toh,1.7. 


ms, 


C 2 ot | 


I— 


———e.. Y 


2$ | Chrifts Communion with. 


—_— 


of Ephraim comforted him , when 
he mourned becauſe the men of 
Gath had (lainchis ſons. So Chriſtſ| 
comesto us, and comforts us, when| 
the Devill by his temptations hath 
almoſtſlaine ourſoules, helike rhe 
good Samaritan, powres in oyle and 
wine into our wounds , ard 

us, Though Satan palle by , and 
his limmes paſle by , and leave uw} 
comfortlclle, in the day of © 
wounds and bleeding , yet Chriſt 
cannot, fo full of bowels 1she , narſſl;,, 
will not, / will not leave you com 
fortleſſe, &c. 

If a Chriſtian lye Janguiſhing 
becauſe of often and frequent re-|| 
lapſes, after promiſes and purpoſes 
to do better ; If this Chriſtian in the 
anguiſh of his ſpiric ſpeak to every 
godly friend, as the Propher did to 
his, Therefore ſaid 1 , looke away 
from me, 1 will weepe bitterly, la- 
bour not to comfort me , becauſe of [| 
the ſpoiling of the Danghter of my 
people z Looke away from me,O ye 
my Chriſtian friends | yes, and you 
! my faxcbfull Minifter ; for I will 
weepe|l| 


— 
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weepe bitterly , labour not to com- 
fort me , becauſe of che ſpoiling of 
my ſoule, by ſo often (inning, a- 


:nd bleſſings: Chriſt comes to this 
ſoule , and will not leave him com- 
forlelle in this condition, (though 
tbe indeed a very deſperate eondi- 
tion.) The Cindi uſually takes 
this courſe, with this comfortletle 
ſoule , to powre in ſome oyle into 
his deepe wounds : he reafoneth 
with him-from rhe mercy of man, 
the mercy of God ; froma drop, | 
Ocean ; and it may be,faſtens 
upon his own language once deli- 
yvered to Peter, Peter came to our 
Saviour and ſaid, Lord , how oft 
ſhall myy brother ſi againit me, and 
I forgive him ? till ſeventimes ? Te- 
ſus ſaith unto him , 1 ſay not unto 
thee wntill ſeven times , but untill ſe- 
venty times ſeven, From thisſpeech, 
the Cemforter thus reaſoneth, with 
this ſad and ſore wounded ſoule, 
viz If Chriſt would have Peter, 2 
linfull man , ſhew ſo much mercy | 
to one, ſo often offending him z | 


' 


Q-9 ſurely | 


Matth.18 | 
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ſurely Chriſt a boly God, and ink 
nitein love, i19yrcady to ſhew mud 
more compaſlion himſelte, to thok 
thar arc penitent, though they ha 
ſinned times withour number 4 
gainſt him. Thus the Comfort 
leades this deſperate Chriſtian , a 
'a weak wounded man by the han 

from the mercy of man, to the mer: 
cy of God, and enables hum thi 
way , after ſome ſpace of time , 
rake in comfort : for Chriſt is reſol 
ved , he will notleave this Chr; 
ſian coimfortlefſe, Chrift will ns 
ver leave comming to this comfort 


Ln 


to Peter ,and others of like na 
(as Chriſt is weil furniſhe for a c 
forter) untill he hath brought hi 
rodrink willingly ( for Chriſt f 
ccth no Phyſick upon any Patient] 
of the cup of conſolation more 0 
leile ; and che longer-ſick ſoul 
rurne away their heads from chi 
cup, the more (many times) he per 


If Chriſt rexrands gratia, for tri| 
als ſake, hide himſelte from a Chr: 


ſtan 


> — 


lefle ſoule , with this ſpeech of hi 
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ſtian, and fo ſet him a mourning, [ 
ſhall ſhew you by and by , how he 
comes to him. This is a condition 
(chough of all deſerted conditions, 


—y 


4 [the beit ) which will make a Chri- 


ſtian heart comfortletle indeed. 
Thou didſt hide thy face , and 1 was 
troubled, Gods hiding his face, 


| [though bur for trials ſake , will ſo 


trouvle a Chriſtian , that he will 
quickly be a barthen to himſelte, 
and feare round about, as "tis ſaid 


| | of Paſkar. *'Twill make him weary 


of the night, and weary of the day ; 
weary of his owne houſe, and wea- 


xl [ry of Gods houſe ; weary of mirth, 
|andaccount it madnellc ; weary of 


riches, honours, yea life it ſelfe, and 
wiſh for death, O chat { might have 
my requeſt, and tha: God would 
grant me the thing that 1 long for, e- 
ven that it would pleaſe God to de- 
ffroy me, that he would let his hand 


x}. |/ooſe and cre me off, then ſhould [ yet 


have comfort : then ſhould I ſcerhe 
face of God, which | long like 
Hoſes to ſee; then would he lift up 
the I1ghr of his loving countenance, 
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and cauſchis face to ſhine glorioul- 
ly upon me, whereas now I walke 
m the vally and ſhadow of death ,] 
dark dayes areall that goe over my| 
head ; the glorious Sunne of righte- 
ouſnelle ſhines not upon my ſoule, 
from morning to night. To this 
fad ſoule thus bemoaning himlclfe 
for want of his beloved , Chriſt his 
well beloved thus comfortably 
comes. There hath ne temptation 
taken hold on thee yet , O mourning 
ſoule , but that which u common to 
man: and be aſſured of thus , that 
God « faithfull by whom thou art| 
tempted, and will not try thee above 
that which thou art able : but will 
with the temptation alſo make a way 
t0 eſcape , that thow ma#t be able to 
beare it, For a moment, O faireſt of 
Women, I ſaw juſt cauſe to hide 
my face {rom thee , to try che truch 
of thy love to me ; but know , that 
wich everlaſting kindnefſe will [ 
have mercy on thee, Thy dulnelle 


trouble me ; but know , that the 


alſo in my ſervice, and thy lowepri- 
ſing my company , did ſomething 
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mountaines ſhall depart, and the hils 
be removed , but my kindneſſe ſhall 
never depart from thee : for this ts 
45 the waters of Noah unto me ; 4s 
[ have ſworne that the waters of 
Noah ſhould no more goe over the 
Earth , ſo have 1 ſworne that [ will 
not be wroth with thee,, ner rebuke 
thee, O then afflicted, and: toſſed 
with tempeſt, and not comforted, 
beh«ld I will lay thy ſtones with faire 
colours, and lay thy foundations with 
S aphirs, and 1 will make thy Win- 


dowes of «Agats , and thy gates of | 


Carbuncles, and all thy borders of 
pleaſant Saphirs, Our of this{weer 
language of the Propher to the na- 
wrall branch , the Comforter wall 
ferch ſuch precious water of life, to 
revive this deſerted ſoule : with 
theſe kiſles of his lips wilthe ſo com- 
fort him , that he ſhall be conſtrai- 
ned to ſay with David,T how which 
baſt ſhewed me great troubles , haſt 
geickned me again, and haſt brought 
me up againe fromthe depths of che 
Earth ;, thcu haft increaſed my joy, 
jou comforted me boy every fide, 1 
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eould | 
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could hicherto, O my God, ſee thy 
back-parts; ſome (ad attributes of 
power and juſtice, which did terti- 
fie my ſoule to looke on ; bur lot 
now I. ſee thy glory , thou haſt 
cauſed tt glorioufly to palle by me, 
nay,toſhineupon ne: [1 ſee thy face 


hke Lebanon , comely as the Ce 


dars ; and herewith is my longing 
ſoule ſatisfted, as with marrow and 
fatnelle. This is my comfort in min 
afſuition, for thy. Spirit,O Chriſt, b) 
thy word hath revived me, So that 
this ſoule, though very ſorrowfall, 
yet is not left Contfortlelle , nei- 
ther. Thus I have anſwered the ſe- 
cond Q«ere, to wit , how Chriſt 
Comes to us. | 

Thethirdching that I amo ſhey! 
you, 1s, when Chriſt comes to us. 
[ will not lkeave you compertleſſe, 1 
will come to you, Bur when,O iy 53, 
viour , Wile thou come to us ? To 
this ] anſwer firſt more generally, 
chen more particularly and deter-| 
minately. More generally and brict-} 
ly, T anſwer thus, Chrilt 1s alres- 
dy come , and is preſent with his 


Church 


bs (buch Miltant, 


Church Militant, and will be to the 
endof the world , as hath beene 
already proved. [ ans come ito my 
arden , my Siſter , my Spouſe, / 
= gathered my Myrrh with m 
Spice ; 1 have eaten my honey combe 
with my honey: 1 have drunk my wine 
with my milke. Chriſt we lee, by 
this ſweet language, is come, and 
is with usalready. { am come. c. 
Bur when will he come to mein 
particular , as a comforter? this is 
the queſtion. To this Ianſwer firſt 
negatively, then poſitively.. Nega- 
tively I anſwer thus: viz. Chriſt 


| [doth not cometo us 1in this valley 


of teares, as Aaron was commanded 
to come into. the holy place: Lez 
him not come at all tmes , faith the 


Lord, /eft he die. If Chriftſhould 


nor come to us at all times of our di-. 
irefle,we ſhould die under our bur- 


then, ſocomfortictle would beour 
condition. When my body 1s at- 
flited , I ſhall be comforletle;, if 
Chriſt doe not come to me, When, 


my ſoule is afflicted, I ſhall be 


| more comfortlklle, it Chritt. doe 
not | 


nm. 
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"| not graciouſly comero me, When 
| | my head akes, teeth akes, back akes, 
' | or beily akes: yea , when my leaſt 
- | finger, or joynt in my body akes, 1 
ſhall be comfortclefle, unlctle Chrift 
' | come to me, ſodolorous and com. 
| [fortlefle a creature is man, 

7] Wherefore as a politive anſwer, 
othe queſtion ere- while propoſed, 
know, that Chriſt comes to his 
Church Milicant, at all times : as 
longas his people live in this valley 
of reares, and are in any diſtretle of | 
ſoule or body, He comes'to them 
in proſperity , roſweeten that , or 
elſe there would be but a little com- 
fort and ſweernelle in it; bur he 
comes to them in all adyerſity, after 
a more ſpeciall manner to ſweeten 
that , being of ir ſelfe very bitter; 
bitternefle in the abſtract - my 
meaning is, altogether bicter, with- 
out the leaſt ſweetnelle or pleaſure|] 
in ic, toſoule or body : for no afflt: 
ion 1s inthe leaft manner or mca- 
fare joyous , butas Chriſt, by his 
kind comming to us then , makes 
1t ſo. , 


— 


Bur 


— 


| {not but confelle that Chriſt hath 
[| {come and tender'd comforr to him, 
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- Bur herc I ſhall be chus queſtio- 
ned- viz, if Chriſt as a Comforter 


comes to his Church Militant, in 
every diſtretſe of ſoule and body ; 


{how is it char many of Godschil- 
«| [dren , incorporall and (ptrituall ate 


flitions , urtrer - comtfortletſe and 
hopeleſle language , as thoſe thar 
hndeno Contorter come to them ? 
1s thy mercy cleane gone , and hat 
thou forgotten to be graciows , ſaich 
David, haſt thow ſhut up thy loving 


[kindneſſe in diſpleaſure, and will 


thou be n9 move intreated. &c, Ma- 
ny ſuch like ſad and dolorous com- 
plaints are ſtil] uttered by ſome of 
Gods deare children: now if Chriſt 
asa Comforter, come to hisinevery 
diftrelle,why is it thus with rheſe ? 
To this | will give anſwer firft 
more indire&ly thus, Poſlibly that 
ſoule which thus complaines , can- 


. 


though hetbrough anguiſh and un- 
delicte refus'd % Now if our ſoule- 
Phyſitian come from Heaven to us, 


and brings Obrdials for us, and we 
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will not take them , but caſt them 
behinde our backs ; ſhall our Phyſi- 
tian be blamed for unfaithfulneſſe 
and negligence towards his Pati- 
ents, as one that did not viſit 
them ? 

Againe, poſſibly too, this ſoule 
which thuscomplaines , muſt con- 
felle that Chriſt cameto him, at the 
very beginning of hisuntraRable 


nelle towards God , and told him} 


chat this would quickly bring him 
mntoa comforcleſle condition, if not 
timely lookt unto ; and bid him 
gaine , and againe, by a ſweet {till 
voice behinde him, to be more plit 
able ro God ; as he tendered his fa- 
your, and his owne comfort, Chriſt 
came to his Spouſe, laying, Open nn 
me my Siſter, my Love , my Dove, 
my faire one , for my head is filled 
with dew , and my lockes with tht 
drops of rhe nighr.Bucchough Chriſt 
thus kinaly came ro Hh s Spoule, yet 
ſhe unkindly pur him off, and upon 
the matrer no berter then ſ};ghred 


| him.I have pat off my coat,how ſhal 


I put it on? I have whſhed my feet, 


how 
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how ſhall 1 defile them? &c, Be- 
cauſe of this untraftable carriage, 
Chriſt departed from his Spouſe, 
and then ſhe made many com- 
57h I opened tomy Beloved, but 
e had withdrawne himſelfe and was 
one. The Spouſe could not now 


to her ; but ſhe might truly ſay, that 
he did come to her , but ſhe ſl :gh- 


Tted him, and cherefore he was forc'd 


to leave her. Thus *us with ma- 
ny now. They mourne like Rache/ 
in their miſery , and are not eom- 
forted , becauſe none from Hea- 
yen comes tothem : ſuch as theſe, 
cannot challenge Chrift, for nor 
making good his promiſe, tocome 
rorthem , if formerly he have come 
tothem,and they have lighted him, 
If iny Phyſitian , obſerving my in- 
tenperancy in this or that , come 
to ine and tell mce , unletle you 
refrune ſuch and ſuch chings, 
you will certainly fall into fuch 
and ſuch diſeaſes, which are ve- 
ry dangerous ; if I fligac him 1n 
this, and afterward tail 1nto thoſe 


truly ſay, thac Chrift had not come 


_— 


diſcaſcs, | 
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diſcaſes , and lyc oroaning under 
chem, I cannot blame my Phyſitian, 
for not comming to me, but blame 


mourning ſoule;Chriſt hath come 
co them and told chetn, that it they 
go on inthis (infull courſe and that, 
rat it will rob them -quite of their 
heavenly comforts ; bur he in this 
friendly way hath beene ſo far ta 
ken with the ſweetnelle of ſome- 
thing below Chriſt , and ſo at laſt 
\ hath found che evill of his owne 
way , according to Chritts predi- 
Aton,and yer complaines of Chriſt 
not comming to him; buc how jult- 
ly, jadge you. 
| Againe,as this ſoul poſlibly can» 
not juſtly complaine , that Chriſt 
hath nor come to him: ſo poſlibly 
he cannot juſtly complaine, that 
| Chriſt 15 nor come to him, That 
ſoule which complains after Chriſt, 
| cannor cruly fay , that Chriſt Is not 
come to him: for we can never tru- 
ly delirero come to Chriſt, or that 
Chriſt ſhould come tous, ugletl: 


a". 


my ſelfe chat did ſo ſlight him, hoþ 
*2s berweene Chriſt and nany al] 
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he were already with us , and we 
with him. Chriſt, concluderhen, 
scometo this complaining ſoule, 


| [though not in thar manner and 


meaſure as he deſires him, The 
thought of whar I long for,if I have 
the leaſt hope of attainingit, is a 
degree of conſo!ation, 

Finally and more dirc&ly, I an- 
ſwer to this complaining ſoul thus, 
Chriſt as a ſenſible and ſatisfaory 
Comforter, comes to usat his time, 
and nor at ours, Now Chriſts time 


{jto come to comfort mourners , 1s 


chen,when mourners will make him 
moſt welcome z and that is uſually 
when che ſoule is brought to the 
_—_ extremity , that it is capa- 

le of , and not utterly miſcarry. 
When Peter was ready to finke on 
the Sea, and cryed out, Maſter ſave 
me or periſh , then Chriſt cameto 
him, and catchthim by che hand - 
thus doth Chriſt uſually come with 
ſenſible and ſatisfaftory conſolati- 
ons , when poore ſoules are almoſt 
quite ſpent with cemprations , and 
ſoule anguiſh, and looke every hour 


when 
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broken 


when they ſhall dye and drop into 
Hell. He ſhall come to n5,45 the lat 
ter and former raine unto the earth, 
faith che Propher, That is, at the] 
ſcaſonableſt time , when the ſoule 
will make him moſt welcome ; and 
that is, when burnt and ſcorchi 
wich Satans fiery darts, as the 
with the fervent heat of the Sunne; 


ſome heavenly ſhowers:then Chri 


Chriſts conſolations, ſweet 1nd 


ſoule, chat Chriſt keeps his word, 1 
he doe not /eave us comfertleſſe: 
and this be aflured he will not do, 


will come to you, ol 

But why wile thou come tome; 
O my Saviour ? To this I anſwer, 
firſt thus, iz Chriſt will cometo] 
his Church Militantto be a comfor: 
ter to fulfil] his Fathers will. The 
Spirit of the Lord i upon me , (aith 
Chriſt,becauſe the Lord hath ansiv 
ted we, to preach good tydings to the 
meth he hath ſent me to bind ug the 
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when parcht and chapt, gaping f 
vifits will be kindnefle indeed : and] |b 


This ſtill remember, O mourning| 


I will not loave you comfortleſſe , I| 


| broken-hearted, ta proclaim: liberty 
lat] [ta the Captive , and the opening of 


| |[claime the acceptable yeare of the 
| |Lord, to comfort all that mourne, 


Zion. VOhat is ſaid of the three 
lfiends of ſob, that may I ſay of the 
[blelſed Trinity, They made an ap- 
[pointment together , to come to com- 


ing} {fort biz», So the bleſſed Trinity, 


|all diſtrelles,ſweetly to comfortus. 


ui 


his Charch Militant. 


priſon to them that are bound,to pro- 


&ec.By this Text we ſee,that Chriſt 
s anointed tor this end, to come to 
us and be our comforter , whileſt 
we live here below mourning in 


have made an appointment toge- 
cher cocometo us by Chrift, and in 


Secondly Chrift will come as a| 
comforter to his Church Militant, 
becauſe he hath promiſed it. As 
Chriſt promiſed this in my Text, 
ſo in many other Texts. 4nd if / 
goe away , 1 will prepare a place for 
you, and will come againe : and 1 
will pray the Father , and he ſhall 
give you another comforter that may 


abide with you for ever. By theſe pro- | 
| miſesChriſt hath obliged himlſelt,co | 


| COME. 
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| now; woe re#n diftreſſr? aid © 
tephrha. So faith a Chriſtians 


Chriſfts { ommuniox with = 


come as a comforter to us - letthere| |ps 
fore our deſervings of comfort be| 
what they will, Chriſt will comero 
us , becauſe he hath promiſed hel 
will. Chriſt Rtands much upon hiy 
word: Chriſt is God, and Godcan 
not ly. Thongh we beleeve not , ye 
he abideth fauhfull, and cannot dew 
himſelfe. A Chriſtian is ready tt 
ay to Chriſt as /ephtha to the E 
ders of Gilead : didnot ye hate me j| 
and expeil me our of my Fath | 
honſe ? and why are ye come to 


not I hate thee O my Savivur, 
did not I doe what in melay to ex 
pell cheefrom my ſoule, by wy (in- |S: 
ning againe and againe againſt chy|ſ|#! 
$piric ? And why artthou come toſfſ® 
me now, to comfort me in my die 
ſtrelſe? Why,this chat was foreſaid,ſj|* 
may ſuffice , O (infull ſoule, as an | k 
anſwer. Chriſt looks not at what © 
ctheuhaſt done, but at what he hath}}l* 
promiſed ; 'and his word he will} fo 
keepe, though we Change as' the] th 


: 
: 


Heavens: Heaven and Earch fkallf}}"* 
paſſe 


 bhic Church Militant. | 


le away , but not one jor of his 
[|[word (hall fall ro the ground. / 
will not leave you comfortleſſe, { will 
| (COME FO Jon, 
| Theſe I conceive are the prin- 
cipall gxounds ,. why Chriſt comes 
a Comforter to his Church Mili- 
tant : two grounds more may be al- 
r » aS Cauſe minus principales, 
e principal) cauſes; che firſt 
ve {| whereof 15 this , Chriſt comes to us 
er1 in our diſfreiles as a Comforter, 
what we may not ſtretch our our 
Wands unto iniquity. Man in di- 
is ſo delirous of eaſe, thatif 
mriſt doe not come to him and 
ex-Fſromtort him, he'll go to Sinneand 
n-/Satan for caſe. {ain was diſconſo- 
hy|ſ/#te, and becauſe Chriſt did nor 
co\fjcome to him as a comforter, he ran 
i-\f likea vagabond upand downe the 
d,f[|vorld , co finde caſe in any thing, 
1n({|/#das was diſconlolate,and becaulc 
[Chriſt as a comforter did 'not come 
fIfohim , he made ahalter his com- 
11/}/forter, $2»! being in diſtreſſe by 
the Pbilifines , becauſe Chriſt did 
not come to him by Vrim , nor by 
Vilion, 
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4 Now chat Chriſt may lilence ſuch 
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Viſiog, nor by Prophers . he wen, in 
co the Devill for comfort. Now that|ſ| 
Chriſts children may not thus doyflc 
(rift will not leave them comfert-| t 
leſſe, but will come to them, | la 

+ Theſecond ground why Chriſta 
will comeco k:is Church Militant as| [bj 
a comforter , is this , That he may| lth 
ſtop the mouthes of all ungodlylſqy 


| wreeches, who ſay of the godly | 


when 1n great diſtreſles , Perſecmelſha 


| «ud take them,for there is none to de yo 


liver them, A wicked manlooking|}in 
upon a wounded ſoul with a carnallf|ex 
eye, breaks out into ſome ſuch lam|ſco1 

guage, as Achiſh did concerning "y [cor 
David, Loe you ſee the man is mad,[[liv 
This man is a diſtrated perſon, fic - 
ter for Bedlam,then for Godshouſelſol 
an idle crackt.braine fellow , unfitlf(dit 
to come into ſolemne ailemblies live 


ty 


- | 


black mouth'd men as theſe, he g 
ciouſlly comes to ſuch woundec 
ſoules, and heales their broke 
hearrs, and binds up their woundsjin « 
he powres the Spirit of conſol#fjyou 
tion upon ſuch as went MOUrn-ſſud 


gh 
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m\\/ing all the day long , and makes 
nat|ſthem walke with joy and ſtrong 
Jo,|iconſolation, ſo that ſuch as cenſured 
11-\[|them for this and that , arctore'dto 
I|ky cheir hand upon their mouth, | 
riftand tro condemne themſelves as 
ts] [binde Bats, and nocable co difcern 
nayſllthewayes of God towards his chil- 
dly|ſ/dren. 
dy} Havi ng thus opened the point in 
wmeſfhand , I will in the nextplace thew 
de-youhow uſefull itis, to the wicked 
Ingind to the godly, Will not Chriſt 
ilflexve any of his children upon earth 
al comforcleſſe, bur till as a comforter | 
Ingilcome to them ? Then you which 
44Jivein your (ins,and ſoconſequent- 
fir-fly none of Chrifts children, may | 
ulceſſcolle& rhe unhappines of your con- 
nfi dition from this poine. You ſhall 
1esflveand dye comfortles, for Chriſt 
ml not come to you as a comforter; 
thus he comes only to his children. 
Chriſt will not come to youin proſ- 
perity as a comforter; and therefore 
d5jfin the midſt of ſenſuall laughter, 
ol#lyour hearrs will be (ad: in the 
r0-J/mdſt of all chy worldly contents, 
__ thy 
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thy ſpirit will at times gnaw and] | 
beat withinthee, and never will all} |4 
thou enjoyeſt give any complacen. 

cy of comtort to thee, becauſe Chrillſ}9 
as a comforter comes not to thee 
All ourward comforts, with ur the 
inward conſolations of Chriſt, thſ[0! 
are as good broath upnſeaſoned{| 
which rather cloys then contenuf}i 
che appetite ; they weary , diſtra6 
and vex, and not revive the owric| | 
Be ic, thatchou art as wiſe as 4chil| 
tophel, as eloquent as Herod, a|% 
learned as Gama/iel, as rich as N, 
bal, as honourable as Haman, u 
great 1n the Church as I#das ; why, {a 
yer ſhalt thou live comforrlelle; chat 
is, utterly deſtiture of Celeſtialſ|® 
conſolation , one droppe whereolf|?! 
hath more ſoule-reviving ſweet|* 
nellein it, then allche things ofchi lh 


""[lifecan afford. Alas ! whar is lea 


ning ? what is wit, wealth, honour]: 
or any other worldly thing to con} 
fort me , if Chriſt doe not comet} 


me : A man may havea!l that thi c. 
| world can afford,and yer hang him{[”) 
ſelfe for want of comfort, if Chrift Gi 


comtl._ 
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i| [come notto him, as Achitophel, [n- 


das, and othes have done, 

No meq laugh lowder, norlaugh 
ofrner then wicked men in. proſpe- 
nity; no-man merrier in an Ale. 


{| houſe, Playhouſe, Taverne, Faire, 


or Marker, then they ; and ate nor 
theſe then the only comfortable 
men in this world ? 

To this I anſwer firſt. thus ; 
lawghcer js oneching, and ſpirituall 
conſolation another thing, Every 


{| one thar laughs hath not a chcere- 


full ſpirit within: for in the midſt 


{| of laughter a mans heart may be 


ſad, ſauth $:/o20n. And ſo onthe 


{| other hand , every one who hath a 
{comfortable ſpirit,hath nota ſt | 


of os face : we doc not reade thar 


brit ever laughed , and. yer. had 
more con'fort in his Spiric, then all 
the merry men of this world. 
. Secondly, I anſwer thus , ſome 
mens ſpirits are ſo left, of God to le- 


ol vity and vanity,that they will Jaugh 
q1jarthe wagging of a ſtraw (as we 


lay.) Thus 1s a great O_ of 
God upon the ſpirit, and not to be 
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accounted: | 
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Sol. 


| Alas! ſay we, if they were but ſen- 
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accounted a comfortableand happy 
condition ? 'T zu a paſtime to foole! 
to do wickgdly, faith Solomon. This 
isnor properly called mirth ( ſaich 
he) but wadneſe. You ſhall ſee mad 
men laugh ſometimes —— 
and hoope and hallow , as if thei 
ſpirits were as full of joy as = 
could hold : wbatſhall we concl 

now , that theſe forlorne oreaturei 
are in a comfortable condition! 


{ible of their condition, they would 
ſoon ceaſe laughing, and begin | 
mencing, And ſo may I lay co you 
of allchat laugh and rejoyee , and 
yet live intheirlinnes, and ſo con 
ſequently have no comforter from | 
Heaven come to them, they at 
mad men: weretheir eyes open t 
ſee their forlorne condition , they 
would quickly change their not]: 
and curne their mi into moun{' 
ing, as lames faith. | 
Why , | but doth not Chril 
come to the wicked in proſpe 
rity? 
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Chrift came to Be//hazzar whilſt 
he was quaffing in the golden veſ- 
ſels of the Temple,and wrote down 
his wickednelle in the wall. And 
thus he comes to all ungodly per- 
ſons in proſperity , to write downe 
all cheir ungodly deeds , that ſo he 
may exa&tly judge them at the great 

y of account. 

Why, but doth not Chriſt come 
25a comforter , to wicked men that 
are great and wealthy ? 

riſt regards no man for his 
wealth, or Br any cxternall great- 
nefle. If a man be never ſo rich, or 
never ſo honourable, yer if he have 
not denyed his luſts, and giycn up 
himſclfe ro Chriſt , to be ruled by 


bim,Chriſt will never cometo com- 


fort him, if he would give him all 
he hath for his paincs ; he will not 
ſep a foot out of doers to a Prince, 
if he be wicked. 

Why , but chough he will not 
come to ungodly men as a comfor- 
periry , when they can 


hee will come to them as a Com» 
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ter 1n prof] 
make om ſhifr without him , yer 
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forter in adverſity , when all other 
comforters faile. 

No he will not. Chriſt will not 
know thy ſoule in adverſity, which 
art a diſobeyer ot him, As he would 


not let Dives have a drop of wata 
ro coole his rongue, though in ur 
utterable torments , where many 
oceans would not in the leaſt mea: 


ſure have quenched the flames ; fo 
neither will he afford thee the leaft 
drop of conſolation in thy greateſt 
extremity ; though chou cry Lord, 
Lord, andcut thy fleſh in the fer- 
vency of thy ſpiric, hike B 
Prieſts,to prevaile, yet ſhalt thou be| 


| 
| 


ter to ungodly men when in mil 
that he will adde co their ourward 
[ miſery, inward mifery, Whenthy 
body 15 m diftrefſe, Chriſt will aws 
ken thy ſoule, that now lyes a [leep, 
and fer thy conſcience a-gnawing 
within thee , which will begreata 
rorturethen if thou wert rackc ins 
very limbe. Thou maiſt ſend far 
godly Miniſters and godly friends 


. 
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ſent empty awzy, Nay Chriſt williffa 
be ſo farre from being a comfors|ſ 
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to comfort thee then, and they pol- 
libly may deliver very comfortable 
things, but they ſhall be of no more 
ſayour to thy ſoule , then the white 
ofan Egge, becauſe Chriſt as a com 

forter will not ſpeake thoſe (weet 
things tothy (-ul, whichthy friends 
do to thy cares. As the Lord be- 
wailes the miſerable condition of 
lruſalem, (0 may I bewaile themi- 
ſerable condition of all ungodly 
men. Theſe two things ar: come un 
to thee, who ſhall be ſorry for thee ? 


|] |deſo[ation and deftruttion, and the 


famine , and the ſword : by whom 


all I comfort thee? Sofayl toall 

godly perſons , miſery upon ami- | 
ſery will frſt or jaft ſeize upon you, 
and who then ſhal be ſorry for you? 
Famine , and ſword , and peſti- 
lence ; {icknelle, anddeath , and 
judgement ; and by whom will you 
brad ? your honours can- 
not comfort you : your riches and 
friends cannot comfort you : your 
facher the Devill he will not- chen 
Comforc you: your conſcience 


which you have often {inned a- 
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gainft, ſhall not comfort you , but 
torture you, becauſe Chrift will no; 
come to you, to ſprinkle it with hiz 
blood, and pacifieir, So that Icon 
clude all ; wo : you will live com- 
fortlelle, dye comfortlelſc,and abide 
in Hcll after death everlaſting} 
comforrleſle, 
'Tis true all that you ſay Sir:man 
15 a comfortlelle Creature indeed, 
unleſſe Chriſt come to him, I finde 
it by wofull experience. I havemaud 
wealth in my purſe, andyer bur lit« 
tle peace in my ſpirit. Lſee the De- 
vane _ ) w—_ then 
a ftride upon the crop of my mor 
waiting for when [ cone 
to comfort my (clfe in the beholc 
ing of them ; andco what this w 
come at laſt, I cannorcell, Sin I an 
ſure I do-z.and comfortletlebecaul 
of fin F am ; and more comfortld 
| every dayT look co be,unlefle Chrif 
cometo mez and yet how.co get hin 
ro come to me, I know nor. 
Woeuld't thou , O comfortlek 
creature, have- Chriſt ro come to 
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thee? Do then to Chriſt as _” 


_— 


£4 


doe, is, becauſe God hath promiſed 


did co Pas/, lovingly invite himto 
come to thee, Make knowne thy 
comfortlelle condition ro Chriſt, 
and then earneſtly encreat him to 
vilitthy poore ſoule. The ground 
why 1 exhort thee O (inner thusto 


togivehis holy Spirit to them that 
ask it. If therefore thou would(ſt 
have Chriſt by his Spirir co come 
to thee, invite him, aske him, beg, 
and intreat bim to come and dwell 
mchy ſoule ; and tell himchar hee 
ſhall have every roome in thy heart 
a command. As Rebeckabs brother 
ſaid to Abrahams ſervant, So do 
thou ſay to Chriſt. Come in thou 
bleſſed of the Lord, wherefore ſtand- 
et chow without? for [ have prepared 
the houſe, and roome for the Camels, 
&c. Come in thou bleſſed of the 
Lord , wherefore ſtandeft thou 
without? here is roome for thee 
and all thy glorious craine. 
Here's an underitanding , will, 
memory , affe&ions , they ſhall 
bee all ar thy uſe and ſervice! 
O Chriſt , wherefore come 
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in thou bleſſed ot the Lord , and|| 


make thy aboade with me. Thw 
continue crying to Chriſt, and Jon- 


ging for him,and by this thou wik|| 
cla 


re thy great loveunto him,and 


ſo make thy ſe)fe capable of chat 
ſweet promiſe, which faich,7f a mzan 
love me, the Father loveth him, and 
wee will come unto him , and make 
our abeade with him. Then wiil thy 
condition be comfortable indeed, 
when thouhafſt got ſuch glorious 


in-mates as theſe ro dwell with ther,|| | 


Having chus ſpoken whart 1 
chought fic tothe wicked ,--by way 
of application from this point, 1 
will now addrele my ſelfe to ſpeak 
unto the godly, and ſhew chem how 
ufctull this point may beunto _ 


I (hall firſt ſpeake to ſtrong men, 
and then unrco Babes in Chriſt > to 


ſuch ascan teilme , thar Chriſt : 


comforter is come ro them.Second-|| 


ly to ſuch as cantel] me they ney 
yet found Chriſt as a comfort! 
come to them : and laſtly, to ſuch 
who can tell me that they have 
found Chriſt as a comtforrer come! 


, . 


| 


ol 


| 


- "baChwch Militant. 


—_—_— 


[rothem , bur now they have loſt 


him. To you that cell meyou finde 
therruth of this dorine by blelſed 
experience, that Chriſt is comero 
you ; I haveonly two things to ſay: 
firſt chis , Make it ſure to thy ſelfe 
thar Chriſt indeed as a comforter is 
cometo thee , and thar thy ſoule is 
not deluded in thy joy and conſola- 
tion. Secondly, ſtrive ſo to walke, 
that thy comforter which is come 
to thee may never depart trom thee. 
Firſt ſtrive to make it ſure chat 
Chriſt is indeed cometo thee : that 
the comfort which thou haſt is from 
checomforter, to wit; the Spirit of 
Chriſt , and not from the ſpirit of 
deluſion. | 

T here is great necd that I ſhould 

elle this inſtrution upon you, 
becauſe the ſpirir of deluſtonis plen- 
titully powred our 18 thele latter 


{dayes. The hypocrite hath his joy ; 


and he judpes that this bis joy,is the 
joy of the holy Ghoſt, and as good 
as necd to be, whereas it is a joy that 


{ ſhall peri/Þ ( ſaith che Scripture) a 


joy that will end in deſperate for- 
D 5 row. 
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row, He thinks that Chriſt a5 com- 
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forter is come to him , whereas is 
onely the Devill cransformed into 
an Angell of light. And thus indeed 
are many thouſands gulled and 
cheated in their comfort. Sadnelle 
would -overſhadow the ſmiling face 
of many a man , if he did but dif. 
cerne how groundlele his joy and: 


comfort is; and whata vaine ſha 
dow inſtead of a trueſubſtance, his 
poore ſoule is deluded withall, 
Wherefore my brethren it concer 
you, that tell me , you are {enh 
that che comforter 1scome to you, 
to take paines to make it ſure to 
your ſelves, that. your ſoules are nc 


When the Spirit of Ged c 


people that knew him before ſaid, 
What is come to the Son of K*ſh ? ui 
Saul amongft the Prophet; ? Thu 
doe thou ay to thy ſoule who artlo 


is come to thee O my ſoul«! tha 
thou art now-ſo joyful] any ciicere 
full ? Once I ain ſure thou y-e:i't 
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deluded. | 
upon S4/ that he prophelied , the 


merry and comfortable,viz., Wha] 


his Church Militant. 


mourning all the day long:is Chrift 
as a comforter come to thee ? If 
Chriſt by his Spiric have brought 
glad tydings ro thee , why then O 
my glory , continue in thy mirth: 
bur if nor, why art thou ſo merry O 
my ſoule? thy mirth is but madnes, 
As David queſtioned his ſoulefor 
ſadnelle, ſaying,/hy art thou ſo ſad 
O my ſoule ? and why art thou ſocaſt 
downe within me ? So maiſt thou do 
wellto queſtion thy mirth, ſaying, 
why art thou ſo merry O my ſoule? 


[and why art thou ſo much lifted up 


within me? Is thy comforter our 
Lord leſus Chriſt indeed come to 
thee ? O then my glory ceaſe notro 
declare thy comfort, by any come- 
ly poſture and geſture : bur if not, 
a houſe of mourning , O my ſeule, 
is fitter for thee then a houſe of 
mirth 3 garments of SackcJoth 


and ſadnefle, would better be- 


come thee , then garments of 


[joy and gladnelle. You know 


how /ſa«c once ſpake to his ſonne, 
eArt thos ((aid he) my very Sonne 
Eſaxn ? So do thou humbly 


queſtion | 


Y & 


59 


Gen.,21,244 


| | q/ | Mata] Zo 


| forter , I may give God rhe glory 
of his great kindnelle ; if nor, 1 may | 


— 
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the, 


queſtion chy comforter. Arr thou 
my very comforter indeed ? Art 
thou the very Chriſt the Sonne of 
God, which ſpeakeſt conſolation 
ro my ſoule? You know haw lon 
queſtioned Chriſt much after chis 
manner, that he might not be deci. 
ved concerning him. Art thon he 
that ſhanld Come, or do we not Loake 
for another ? So do thou ſay, An 


thou hethat ſhould come and com- 
fort my ſoule ? or {hould nor I look 
for another ? There be many falle 
Chriſts, and falſe comforters now 
inthe world, and they deceive ma- 
ny; wherefore | be{cech thee ſpeak 


coine and comfort me yea or not, 
thatif I have obtained rhetrue cony| 


ſeeke out for another, | 

How ſhould T know ( may the; 
ſtrong man in Chriſt ſay to me)) 
whether he that is come to my foul 
with conſolation, be he that ſhould 


come, or not? How ſhould be 


_a 


——_— 
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our, and ſpeak plainly to my ſoule, || 
whether thou be he that 1thould| 


'8 
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ableto make ic furc co my ſoule,thar 
the conſolation which I have is 
from the Spirit of Chriſt , and nor 
from a ſpirit of deluſion ? 

To this [ thus anſwer,viz, If he 
that is come tothy ſoule be he that 
ſhould come, to wit, Chriſt ; thou 
ſhale finde thar he doth more works 
then one in thy ſoule: he doth not 
only comfort thee, but he doth ma- 
ny great works belides this. Chriſt 
doth many great workes in a mans 
ſoule before he comforts him; and 
he doth wany great workes in his 
ſoule, afcer he hath comforted him. 
Chrift doch many great workes in 


— 


|the ſoul of man, betore he comforts 
(him : he doch break the heart before 


he bindes 1t up : he firſt wounds the 
heart, before he will heale it ; he 
caſts downe the ſoule for ſinne, be- 


[fore he will raiſe it up, Now to 


break che hearc of man , which the 
Scripture compares to an Adamant 


| |for hardnelle, 1s a yu work ; and 


yet this doth Chriſt throughly , be- 
fore he comforts throughly. The 


breaking of che hard hears of man, 
hath 


Zech,7,12.|' 


i. 
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hath many great works about it, ere 


ſoule of finne , which ſelfe.concei- 
ted man is not calily brought unto, 
The making of (inne out of meaſure 
{infull, in the ſoules apprehenſion, 
which blinde man 1s nor eaſily 
broughtre ſee. The making of man 
to loath himſelfe,for the evils which 
he hath committed againſt God, 
which man full of ſelfe-love is not 
calily wrought unto. The making 
of man to long for peaceand recon- 
ciliation with God , as thegreatcſt 
happinelle inthe world, ard co beg 
this bleſſing with teares , as a ſoule 
that ſees he thall dycand periſh erer: 
nally without it z which man that 
naturally hates God , js not ealily 


workes doth Chriſt doeinthe ſoule 
| of man , betore he comes as a cour 


firmes where he faith , Bleſſed ar: 
they that mourne , for they ſhall b: 
comforted, 

Now would't thou know whe 
cher he that 18 come to thy ſoule, 


le 


—— —— 


— 
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it be effected, The convincing the 


wonne unto, Yer all theſe difficult] * 


| forter to him, Which Chriſt con-|| 


1 
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be he that ſhould come or not? why 
then teil me, Whar did precede thy 
comfort which now thou haſt ? Did 
Chriſt leade thee to the Wels of 
Conſolation by the waters of Ma- 
r4h? Did he bring theeto ſowe.in 
teares, ere he gave thee to reape thy 
great. harveſt of joy ? Waſt thoue- 
verin the houſeot mourning ?. Did 
the ſpirit of heavyinelle for lin ever 
cake hold on thee? Was thy hard 
heart firſt broken, and after this 
bound up ? Firſt wounded, and af- 
ter this healed ? Didſt thou goe 
mourning, for diſhonouring God 
all che day long, and after many do- 


{lorous dayes thus ſpent ,. did thy 
[comforter come to thee ? Surely 


then hee that is come, is hee that 


{ſhould come , and doe not Jooke 


for another : bur if ocherwiſe, thou 


haſt juſt cauſe robe jealous of thy 


Againe, Chrift as he doth great 
 workes 1n the ſoule before he come» 


{forts it, ſo he doth great workes 1n 


the ſoule after he hath comforted 
it. That ſoule which Chrift com- 


| 


_forte, | 


E 
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forts, he makesa very fruitfull ſoule 
in all graceto his glory, No water 
make the ſoule ofa Chriſtian grow 
in grace, likethe waters of conſo- 


| lation. The comforting Spirit of 


Chriſt isto a Chriſtian in the wayes 
of obedience, as wirtde and tide to 
a Ship: thar which makeshim run 
the wayes of Gods comman.)ments, 
Thar Chriſtian which is comforted 
by Chriſt , prayes fervently , and 
prayes frequently, Conſolation 
g1ves winges to ſupplication.. That 
Chriſtian which 1s comforted by 


Chriſt , prayſeth God wirh ſtrong 
affetion. A ſoule comforted by 
Chriſt, is as an inſtrumenc well tu- 
ned by a skiltuil Muſitian : he will, 
upon every occaſion , make ſweet 
melody in the cares of the Almigh- 
ty. True conſolation is from Hea: 
ven, and it Carries that ſoule ſtrong: 
ly co Heaven, in which itis. True 
conſolation ts from Chriſt , andit 
will make a Chriſtian live wholly 
ro Chriſt, To whom much is for 
given they love much: and this Jove 


conftraines them to deny them 
ſelves, 
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ſelves, and to follow Chrift unto 


| Would thou know then for 
cextaine O ſtrong man in Chriſt, 
that he which 1s come to thy ſoute, 
is'he which ſhould come? Why 


then looke what aQtivity is in thy 
ſouleto duty. Is thy ſoule as a Gy- 
ant refreſhed after wine? ſtrong and 
vigorous to the praftiſe of all good 
duties ? 'Artthou abundant in the 
worke of the Lord? Art thou a 
ſweet Singer in Ifracl of the prayſes 
of-the Lord 2 Is thy hearr at thy 
mouth leaping within thee, likethe 
Babe 1n Eliz4berhs wombe,when 


[thou art reNing what God hath 


done for thy ſoule ? Art thou (ina 
word) a holy and heavenly man, as 
one comforted: by a holy and hea- 
yenly God ? Doththy joy tranſcend 
the joyes that this world affords, in 
[weernelſe ? Doth it raiſe thy ſpirit 
to admire the love of God? and 
doth it make theedead to ſecular de- 
lights ? and to account naked car- 
nallmirth madneſſe? empty huskes 
for brutes ro feed on ? Then may- 
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eſt thou comfortably conclude, that 
he which is come to thy ſoule, is he 
which ſhould come , and do-not 
looke for another : bur if thou. an 
merry and cheerfull , but not; holy 
and heavenly, he that is cometo thy 
foule, 1s not he that ſhould come, 
wherefore I beſccech- thee to looke 
for another, 

A ſecond inftrution which 1 
would commend to ſtrong men 1n 
Chriſt is this - after thou haft-made 
it ſure cothy ſoule , chart Chriſt 3 
o& a comforter is indeed come to thee,] 
nn. | then ſtrive ſo to walke, that he may 

f never depart fromehee, So a man 
may walk, chat Chriſt as acomfor- 
ter may.forſake his ſoul. David bad 
wofull experience of chis truch, and|| 
ſo doubtlelle have many elſe of che 
godly. Soa man may walke.tha 
Chriit aza comforter never depan 
from him, Burt how ſhould I rhus 
walk,ſaith the comforted ſoule,tha 
I might enjoy chis-heaven below, 
till I come to that above, and ſo go 
from joy co joy ; from joy unſpeak- 
able.and full of glory , co joy. that 


cannot 
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cannot enter into any moertall heart 
to conceive of ? 

To rhisI thus anſwer , Do not 
rieve Chriſt that is cometo thee : 
Secondly , do all thatthoucanſt to 
deiight him, if chou would'ſt have 
him continually abide with thee, 
Doe not (it downeand reſt , as one 
that hath a licence tobe lazy z. and 
and as if allthy worke were done, 
now thy comforter is come tothee; 

this will grieve him, and. quickly 
make him leavethee{Thou haſt "4 
rained Chriſt to come a comforter 
to thee;well : yer lerme tell thee as 
Moſes did the [ſrachtes, Yom are 
not-(ſaid he)- 4c yer come to the reſt, 
and to the ner which the 


{Lord your God giveth-you, Sofay I 


to to O comfort foule thou 
art. not yet come to thoſe & cgrecs 
of conſolation , which thou may- 
eſt attaineunco in this life , if thou 
continue to bee thrifty. The joy 
of the Holy Ghoſt is. a botrome- 
eſe Well, " hack thou canſt ne- 
ver draw dry: and the morethou 


_—, the freſher and —_ 
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|ftill ſhalt chou finde it, The joy of 


1 Holy Ghoſt - let my ſoule delight 


{ heavenly, as he is. When ye are conv([[|t 
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the holyGhoſt is no ſurfering thing, 
as ſome carthly ſweets are: and 
therefore thou mayeſt ſafely ſay, 
Lord evermore give me of thu 
bread: fill my ſoule with Flagons|[|th 
of this precious liquour: letthy love|[|ha 
be ſhed abroad in my heart by the l 


her ſelfe in this farmeſle. hit 
Secondly, now Chriſt as a com-|[|wi 
forter is come to thee , doe not wax|[|va 
wanton againſt him , this alſo will 
grooe him, and make him quickly 
orſake thy ſouleasa comforter, Let 
all the manifeſtations of thy com: 
fort be ſuitable ro thy comforter 
holy as he is holy; (pirituall and 


intothe good land, take heed that je 
doe not forget the Lord (ſaid Moſes 
to 1ſrael.) So ſay I ro youthat finde||/s 
Chriſt with you as a comforter,| 
which are come to thefellowſhipot|jlt 
the Spiric, and to the participarion|||te 
of that tranſcendent comfort which|||be i 
is by hlm.: take heed that you grow 
not giddy headed, and forget on [hc 
a 


-. 
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of |[|and your ſelves, The waters of con- 
p,||\ſolation are ſtrong waters, and 
nd|||mans weake head and heart cannor 
y,|||bexre mach of chem ſteadily , bur 
 |||e ready to recle to one (ideor 0- 
ns|[|ther,, When the clouds of heaven 
ve i well watered che earth , then 


doe weeds as well as good hearbes 
pring apace: ſo when Chriſt by | 
his Spirit, ſweetly waters the ſoule 
-|||wth conſolation, chen levity and 
vanicy , as well as Chriftian mirth 
and cheerfulnelle ſpring amaine; If 
iChriſtian benor very watchfull o- 
[ver bis ſoule,co pluck up ſuch weeds 
-[|]by the roots, as ſoone as chey begin 
ſhew chemſelves, I conclude this 
{|&us: thou chat art comforted by 
[|ihe Spirit, ler not che manifeſtations 
of thy comfort grieve the Spirit. 
This remember, that Saran hath an 
|/&to bring evill our of the greateſt 
1|good, as God hath an artte bring 
[]|$60d our of the greaceſt evill: and 
efore beg thar thou mayeſt not 
ignorant of any of his devices, 
tor unable to reliſt them , if thou 


Secondly 


Mat.4.19, 
Mart.$,19, 


| 


| 


' whatſoever Chriſt would have thee 


ang in the day of t 


Chrifts Communion with | 
Secondly, if thou would'tt have 
thy comforter to abide ſtill with 
chee ; as thou muſt nor grieve him, 
ſo thou muſt doe all ctharchou canſt 
to delight him. Ler it be chy mex 
and drink to follow all the morions| 
of the Spirit of Chriſt : whicherſoe- 
ver Chrift would havetheego, a 


doe, cheerefully obey him ; this 
will delight thy comforter excced- 
ingly , and make him to rejoyce 
to continue with thee. If Chriſt 
ſay unto thee as to thee Fiſhermen, 
Follow me : doe thou readily reply 

as the Scribe, Maſter, 1 will fe 
thee whitherſoever thou goeſt, Thi 
is codeclare the genuine diſpoſition 
of Chrifts people , which Chriſty]; 
exceedingly taken withall. 
le arca willin leintha 

dence , T, pop be wi 
7 power,&c. |IÞ, 

Secondly, humbly and compallyz, 
onately tell diſconſolate ſouleſigy; 
what Chriſt hath done for thy ſouliffih 
chis will delight thy Comfonal|qf | 
much , and make hin rejoyce 01s, 
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e| | [continue with thee, Chriſt delights 
b|||ro ſee his children communicative 
| ||ofthe ſweet meates which he gives 
|||them. And therefore as /ae! ſaid to 
U|||Barak,, ſo doc thou, O comforted 
ni[[\ſoule, to ſuch: as yer go mourning 
X-|[[allthe day long : Come ( ſaid ſhe ) 
Ul[land 1 will ſhew thee the man whom 
\*![|tho echkeſ#,Come,O fad (oule, thac 
his] [canft not finde him whom thy foul 
|| Hoyerh, 1 will ſhew thee the man 
/&[[whom thou ſeckeſt ; the manner of 
riſt||hiscomming co my poor ſoule;and 
en||how long he made me waite upon 
ph|||him', cre he would come to mee ; 
f[|1nd how well he harh now made 
Wilmeamends for all his ſtaying, And 
UM||therefore eA/rhough thou ſayc/t 
ſt Wl-bav [bale not ſee bim , yet indge- 
[9 nent "before him , therefore truſt 
ll \tnon in bins. For the vifion is yet for 
in appointed time , but at the endit 
I|/ball ſpeak, aud not lye : though it 
pillllerry , wart for it, becauſe it will 
lMwrely come, it will not tarry. The 
ſoWſnore unparting of experiments 
ono love wee are, to the glory of 
ce W1)Chrift, the more ill will Chriſt 

wu graciouſly 
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Hab.2 Zo 


72 


2 Cor, I.4. 


Deut. 26, 


fort them which are in any trouble, 


| cothe Prieſt, ſaying, viz. And an 


| cheir firſt fruits before the Lord, and 


Chriſts Communion with ||| 


” 
graciouſly give us to our Farcher| | 
comfort, And this indeed is Gods||\ 
end in comforting ſome of hus chil, }|Þ 
dren , that they may be abls to com|[i 
Apoſtle ſweetly aftirmes, 


| \ 
Thirdly, chapke Criſt bumbly| 
and heartily tor his comming colfi 
rhee; it thou would'ſt have him Ji 
bide ſtill with chee, The Ifraclice/fty 
when they came into the promiled|ſiy 
Land which flowed with ailke and[[idi 
honey, chey were cotakethe firſt ofifhk 
all che fruirs of the Earth , andpu] 1 
chem ina basker,and ſopreſcntthem(ſ} - 


by the comfort wher emith they them 
ſelves are comforted of God: ast 


behold,1 have broxght the firſt frail] I 
of the Land , ah yr he L, Itc 
haſt gruen me : thus werethey to { 


| 


to worſhip before him , as you: 
ſee at. large. Why you that enjo 
Chrift as a comforcer, you havers 
ceived the firſt fruirs of that goo! 
land,which Canaan typified, whid 

flowes wich milke and honey, 


il! 
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| ring therefore theſe Grit fruits,and 
ſe chem before God,and worſhip - 
ing theſiyeer comtorts of the Ho- 
| Ghoſt i in your hearts, before the 
fikord, and ſay, Bchold © Chriſt, 
:[[{heſeand thefe are the freer conſo- 
t lf tions of thy. ſpirit : and loe for 

giekem all I humbly render praiſeto 
ul hy name. Such mighty enemies of 
| tolfigy peace baſt thou conquered: 
Pl bch doubts which ſo long troubled 
tefime, haſt thou anſwered : ſuch wants 
" | iwt hich ſo long time kept me cxcee- 
p low , haſt chou ſupplyed: 
ce O God be the plory of thine 
wne goodnelle. 
You have great cauſe thrs to mag- 
wfiethe Lord for his merey, which 
Chriſt as a comforter come 
you. You enjoy that bleſſing 
ich exccedeth all outward bleſ- 
ngs. The light of Gods. counte- 
all mance lifred up,upon 8 poore mour- 
YI{mng ſoule, *cis of farre greater value 
y + Wine, Oyle; then 
\ Rubies, or any choice 
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the ſoule of man , 150: more worthſhe 
'chen all cheſe, ſaich Solomon: thelln 
moſt glorious revclation of Chriftifif 
then to the ſoule, which the ſoule off 
fan is capable of in this life , nultjſgi 
| needs be okmuch more tranſcender 
worth. You enjoy that bleſlinglþ 
which exceedeth many inward blelifſſe 
{ings. Itexccedech knowledge : forlfwl 
\whac is knowledge in che head , wii 
the joy of the Holy Ghoſt in tkþ- 
. | hearc? One beame of light in thefſdi 
underſtanding , is of 1nore wont(ſki 
then all the S;]ver and Gold, Gemiſihi 
and lewels in the world; and ydlſhi 
one beame of the light of GoalſſCl 
countenance,{};ininguponthe hean|Co 
though bur by reflexion from thei 
{ace of [elus Chriſt,is of more worlliſidz 
| |then all knowledge which humans 
— | ſtudy can attaine unto, I cannot lylſſto 
that this bleſſing , excecderh tiſor 
leatt ſaving grace 1n the ſoule ; bulſ} 
this I canfatelyſay,cthar conſolation] 
*us che glolle and glory of evenlſſilr 
grace: every grace {hines in 2rs fWllſ/wi 
luſtre, where che Comforter dwels[[lire 
This 1 canturther ſay , that you ex[|Ch 


jo] 
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ord i oy that bleſſing which makes Hea- 

thell lven a Heaven , and which makes 
hriſt}Earth a Heaven ro you: and there- 
ledifffore you have greatreaſon ro mag- 
uulliaifie the Lord tor his mercy. The 


ilmore of Heaven we cnjoy upon 
lingfarch , the more ſhould weſer our 
bleffiſelves ro doe the worke of them 


hich are in Heaven , whileſt on 
Earth, 

vl Fourthly, finally let Chriftsme- 
ate comming to thee by his Sp1- 
lſfric, make thee long carneftly for 
8 immediate comming to thee in 
his owne perſon: this delights 
w/Chrift , chat his Spouſe ſhould lay, 
{|Come , as the Spirit dot}; That 
lhe ſhould long for the wedding 
Milday , as he doth. When good old 
WISizzc0n had imbraced the conſola- 
Fon of Iſrac], for which hee lo 
waited, hechen deſired pre- 
ently to be d! ilſolved: ſothou that 
imbraced the conſolation of 
[Iſrael , ſhould't in a holy manner 
Fuliflwith "amy Ib, and Paxl, de- 
lire to be dilolved, and to be with 
-||Chriſt, which is beſt of all. You 
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| [ſelfero ſpeak to ſuch of the godly 
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whom Chriſt hath kifled with thy 
kifles of his lips, ſhould long eat 
neſtly to lye berweene his breaſt 
all night ; my meaning is, to have 
full enjoyment of Chrift. Thus haxf#e 
I done ſpeaking toſuch , who ca 

tell methat Chriſt asa comtort 


come to them. 
In the next place ] addietle myſt 


whocantell me that they never ye 
found Chriſt as a comforter com 
to them. Two or three things 
have to ſay to you from this (wel 
doArine, Firſt, I would have yt 
ro labour to beleeve this doftring 
that Chriſt will not leave you 6 
fortleſſe , but w ll certairly (at Iaſi 
come to you, Chriſt hach repeaniſ# 
his promiſe, which is as a bond will 
many ſeales; znd therefore chaſſ 
haft juſt ground to belceve, O cot 
foreletle foule, that Chriſt willm 
{cave thee comfortleſſe,but will comſ® 
ts thee, Ct 

What juſt ground have I tot the 
leeye, that Chriit will come to [te 
leeing he 43 toly, and I am unholgjM8 
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h && "7 glorious in holinefle,and I am 
z exibominable in (in and wickednelle, 
realfaith the weake comfortleſle ſoule. 
ave. Art thou more vile then Ha - 
; hawf}eſe ? Chriſt came to him and 
o caſtornforted him. Art thou more mud- 
reerifidy and carchly then Zachers ? 
Chriſt came co him and comforted 
e miftim. Art thou more diveliſh then 
odyÞiHary Magdalen, our of whem 
er yeEfriere caſt ſeven Devils ? Chriſt came 
con®@ her , and filled her ſonle with 
188 ong conſolation, Why ſhould'it 
(welldot chou beleeve , chat Chriſt will 
e y( | he to theetoo., and; quier-und 
triofomfore chy mourning ſpiric ? 
But ſecondly ] anſwer chus: viz. 
© 1xChriſt doch not ſo much look how 


| widdiptomniſed ; Chriſt hath promiſed he 
chalſ#ill come co thee, and he is faithfull 
\confJand will doe it, If thy ſoule were 
ill never ſo poore, never ſo blinde,ne- 
| comer ſo wretched, never ſo naked, yer 
[Chriſt having promiſed co come to 
o bel[thee , he will make good tus word; 
o me{hough he comme backward , with a 
hold|mantle ro cover thy nakednile , as 
| E 3 Shem 


ahon art qualified,as at what he hath | 


Sol. 


Sol. 
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| | allcheſe with comfort to thy ſoul]; 
; | rather then thou ſhalt be left com 
\.| fortleſle. || 


Cs 
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Shem and 1apher did to Noab. If 
thy ſoule were tullof wounds ; if 
thy ſoule were full of running putr| 
fying ſores ; if thou wert as black 
with ſinne as an Erhiopian ; if thou 


wert as ſpotted with (1nne as a Lev-| 
pard;nay,if thy ſoul-did itink with- 
in thee,as Laz4rm body atter taken 
our of che Earth againe , yer Chrif 
having promiſed to come tO thge 
and comfort thee , he will doe it, 
though he hold his noſe whyle hebe 
comforting thy ſtinking naſly ſoul, 
Heaven and Earth (hall paſſe away,| 
bur not a jot ortittle of Chriſts pro 
miſe ſhall faile. The voice of my Be, 
loved,behold be commeth leaping ap| 
on the Mountaines, and Ripping uþ|| 


i on the Hils,Though there be 1 


rainesand hils of linne inthy ſouls|| 
yer Chrift will come skipping oval. 


| Wherefore, Oweake, come 
lelle ſoul, ſay not of thy Saviour and|/ 
comforter,as Ba/aars did, I [hall ſe||. 
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him, bu not now;l ſhall behold Y 
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with a witnelle : nay with many 
thouſand witnelles,at the great day, 
1|when every eve ſhall ſee him + bur 
ſhail not ſee him cone to me now, 
this ſouledolour, as a comforcer, 
| (hall behold him peradventure, as 
Mſes beheld che Holy Land, afarre 
wiſtlſ|off: he will never come nigh my 
thee = ſoul,ro ſtay it with thoſe com- 
e it, \fores Which it needs. Ceaſe, O weak 
ebe|||ſoule , this incredulous language ; 
oul/ſ]and ſtrive to beleeve, and thisſweer 
way, proiniſe I creat of ſhal be made good 
pro-[|unto tice. No finneſo mighty to 
Bel keepe thy comforter fromrhee , as 
Wþ| [unbclicte, Say then, O mourning 
- ul[| Chriſtian,to thy comfortletle ſoule; 
woll| Ter 4 little while, and he that ſhall. 
lelllcome will come , ard will not tarry. 
wall] He that hath ſaid he will comeas a 
ule!]| comforter to thee, will come, and 
{will ſatisfie thy ſoule with conſo- 

|[{ation , as with marrow and fat- 
on4||nelſe, Say.co thy ſad foule , with 
[the Plaluniſt. Ay Cod will come, 


—_— 


/ p land will not keepe ſilence : he will 
in| [ſpeake conſolation ſo plainely, 
t E 4 that 


pn 


but not nigh, | (hall ſee Chriſt come | 
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chat my Ignorant ſouie ſhall under- 


owne her owne mercies. Thou art 


on theſe troubleſome waves anon, 
and ſay; be not afraid, it i I: I tha 
have loved thee, and given my ſelfe 
for thee , and none ſhall pluck thee 


a. "OE —— 


| [ſtand ; ſopowerfally , chat wy in 
credulous ſoulc ſhall belceve, and|\ 


now toſſed and almoſt drowned, Q{ | 
my ſoule, wich reftldle wayesoff 
miſery ; but the Spirit will move} 
upon theſe wartets ; thou (113!r (ee| 
Chrift comming towards thee, up-| 


gam_ 


w— 
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out of my hand. 
co ſtrive firtnly to beleeve this truth, 


tiently co wait the accompliſhmene 
of it. Beleeve that Chriſt will come 
to thee, and waite patiently untill 
he doe come. Theres good gro 
why every ſoule ſhould patiently 
waite for Chriſt, comming to him, 
whether we conſider our felves 
which are to be vificed , or Chriſt 
our vilitour, If thou O comfort- 
lefle ſoule confider thy ſelfe which 
art to beviſited , there is great res 
fon 


Secondly , as I would have thee|| 


fo I would have thee endeavour pa|| 
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ſon thou ſhould't waite patiently 
n-\[ [till Chrift come co thee, how long 
I{[ſocver he ſtay, Firſt, thou art a 
q|creature, and Chrift is thy Creator ; 
1jand ſhould nor a creature wait on 


$0] [lus Creator ? Thou art a ſervant, 
&1jand Chriſt 1s thy Lord - and ſhould 
&\{]not a ſervant waite on his Lord? 
{Conſider thee in thy bigheſt relaci- 
,[]{ons, and they all call for waiting. 


Thou art a Sonne, and Chriſt is thy 
Father ; and ſhould not a Son wait 
on his Facher? Thou art a Wie, 
and Chriſt is thy Husband : and 


{ [ſhould not a Wite wait on her Hus- 
] {band ? 
wil Secondly,conlider that thou haft | 
{deſerved , that Chriſt ſhould never 
[come to thee , and yer for all this, 
ſeeing he will come totheegbaft not 


thou juſt cauſe to wait pariently ill 
he doe come, how long ſo ever it 
be firſt ? Before thy calling chou 
didſt rejet Chriſt ; and ſince thy 
calling , thou haſt often grieved 
Chriſt ; and haſt not thou then de- 
ſerved that Chriſt ſhould. never 


rome to thee ? Thou haſt quench-.|_ 
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ed many a {weet motion of the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt ; thou haſt turned the 
deafeeare,to the ſweet {ti!] yoicethar 
hath ſpoken behinde thee, times 
wichonut number,and ſo (lighted the 
Spirit of Chriſt ; and haſt not thou 
chen juſtly deſerved , that Chriſt as 
a comforter ſhould never come to 
| thee? yer ſecing he will come, for 
all this unkindneile , haſt not thou 


juſt cauſe ro wait patiently for him, || 


how long ſoever he ftay? Thou haſt 
many weekes, many moneths , nay 
many yeeres, gone along in a courſe 
of grieving Chriſt ; and doeſt thou 
think much of waiting a few weeks, 
a few moneths, a few yceres, for 
| Chriſt co come tocomfort thee ? 
Take this in another forme: chou| 
didſt make Chriſt wait a long time 
upon thee, cre chou would({t lec him 
abide wich thee as a ſpiric of retor- 
mation : and is therenot juit cauſ 
then, that chou ſhouldſt wair pa- 
tiently along time upon him, if he 
will haveit to, erche abide with 
thee az a Spirit of conſolation ? how 


— 


many knocks did Chriſt give atchy 
ſtubborne| 


he 


| 


n to him? how much dew of 
the night diſtilled upon his locks, 
ere thou wouldft give him houſe 
roome in thy heart ? how many 
mercies? how many corrections 
were all ſpilt upon thee , ere Chriſt 
could winne thee to reſpe&t him ? 
canſt thou tell? if thou canſt nor, 
thinke xot much , if Chriſt make 


{|thee (hed a few teares, and breath 


our a few groanes , ere hee 
bring glad tydings of peace unto 
thee. 

. Secondly,ifthou con(ider Chriſt 
thy vilicour , there is all the reaſon 
thatcan be, that chou (houldſt wair 
patiently , till hee come to thee, 
Chriſt will certainly come to thee ; 
Chriſt will come to thee at the fit. 
teſttime: Chriſt will come richly 
when hedoth come ; which are all 
ſpeciall grounds of patience. Chriſt 
will certainly come to thee, O com» 
fortletſe ſoule, though it may 
ſeeme to thee, ſomething long firlt. 
Thou doeft not wait for one that 


will not come atall, asthe Tarke 
waiteth 


« 


| 
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-| ſorry ghefts dealt with Chriſt,make 
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waiteth for Mahomer: nay , thou 
doeſtnort waic for one that will fri- 
volouſly delay the time of his com- 
ming.iThou doeſt not wait for one 
chat will deceive thee. Chriſt hath 
oe ed ro come to thee, and he is 
aithfull, and cannot deny himſelfe. 
Thereis two things in faithfulneſſe; 
firſt, that a man thould owne what 
he hath ſaid; and then ſecondly, 
that heſhould makeit good. Now} 
both theſe will Chriſt do : Chriſt 
will not cat his words , as we ſay: 
what he hath promiſed he will con- 
felle , and will makegood ; what 
ſoever labour or lofle he beat to do 
ic, Chriſt is not murable as we are, 
co prorhiſe one thing to day, andre- 
call it againe ro morrow : he #s 1m- 


we are not conſumed, 
Thou doeſt not wait for one that 
will frivolouſly delay the time of 


with thy comfortletle ſoul, as thoſe 


excuſes ; one had bought a yoke of 
Oxen,and therfore could not come: 


mmable and changeth not therefore| | 


hiscomming, Chriſt will not deale| 
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agreat gulfe,ſo that there can be no 


1ifor him to come to, He will not 


{wich healing in his wings, if all the 


| |diſconſolate ſoule. If a Phyſitian 


an other a Farm, &c. ' Chriſt will 
not tell chee, as {braham Dives in 
hell, beeweene thy ſoule and him is 


intercourſe berween them. Nor, 
that from Heaven to Earth, is roo 


long a journey for him to make: 
He will nor tell chee, char the place 
where thy ſick comfortlelle ſoule 
lyes, isfilchy , and alrogerher unfic 


tellrhee that thy ſoule isſo far gone 
ingriefe and deſperate ſorrow, that 
<1 1n vaine for him to come to thee, 
Ghriſt puts none of theſe delayes 
upon any of his patients, 

No, the ground why Chrift 
ayes is, thar he may come at the 
ficreſt time ; and thenhe will come 


Devils in Hell ſhould oppoſe him, 
which me thinks ſhould be a fati(- 
faftory ground of patience , toany 


yet apply this and that further cva- 
cuation , rather then cordialls, as 
knowing the body not yec fitfor 
cordials, will not any wiſe man ſub- 
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mit patiently to his way?ſo if Chriſt 

forbeare giving thy fick ſoule cor- 
dials, 2 that well knowes thy 
ſonle nor fic yer, for ſuch luſcious 
things, wile not thou with much 
thankfulneſſe acknowledge his 
great care over thy ſoule , and with 
all patience waite his leaſure ? I pa- 
tiencly undergoe the paine of draiw- 
ing plaiſters, when I know my ſore 
15not fit for healing : thusſhould ic 
be in ſpiriruall diſtretles : we ſhould 
patiently undergoe griefe and ſor- 
row, untill our ſoules be fit for con- 
ſolation, and then we ſhall be ſure 
co have it. 

Finally, be ſure of this, O mour- 
ning ſoule , that Chrift will come 
richly , when he doth come ; and 
therefore me thinkes thou ſhould's 
waite patiently for him : what Mer- 
| Chant but would waite patiently, 
the rerurne of his Ship 1n the lon- 
geſt voiage, if ke were ſure chat 
it would richly returne ar laſt, 
Chriſt willcome very richly furni- 
ſhed, withthe comforts of the Ho- 


ly Ghoft , which arc unſpeakable 


and 


thirtty foule , when he comes to 


fall chy woundes: he will anſwer 
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and glorious , ro.your ſoules that 
mourne after him, and waite for | 
him. What the Apoſtle once ſpake 
of himſelfe in relation to the Ro- 
m4»s,that may I truly ſay of Chriſt, 
1n.relation to all cthac mourne after 
tim: Azd 1 am ſure that when I 
come unto you, I ſhall come((aith he) 
in the fulneſſe of the bleſſing of the 
Goſpel of Chrift. Chriſt, I am ture, 
O'mourning ſoule , when he doth 
come unto thee, he will comme in 
the tulnelle of che bleſſing ef the 
Holy Ghoſt : chouſhalr have joy 
inches Holy Ghoſt unſpeakable and 
glorious. Thou by long waiting | 
arr made a more vaſt Veſlell, to| 
hold the-precious waters of conſo- 
lation ; and Ciriſt by long ſtaying 
doth ( as 1 nay ſay ) the more fur- 


niſh himſeli'e wich theſe: waters of 
life, torefreſh, fill , and ſatisfy rhy 


thee, Chriſt will heale chroughly 
thy broken heart, and binde up 


all chy doubts, and cleare all 


Rom.15.29,] {Þ| 


thy ſcruples : he will quier thy 
| Quar=- 
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thy humours, but Cwill never beby 


complaining Spirit : he will fill thy 
ſad ſoule with joy and gladnelle, 
and thy ,deje&ed ſpirit with Songs 
of thankes giving. 

Ifcheſe chings,O mourning ſoul, 
will not make chee waite patiently, 
cill chy comforter come to thee, but 
thou wilt murinure and repine,and 
tall upon indire& wayes to get con- 
folacion , know that by chis pra- 
ile thou wilt make thy condition 
more miſerable, then ar preſent it is, 
Thou wilt grieve him chat ſhould 
come asa comiorter tothee : and if 
thou by (inne make Chriſt grieve, 
how can Chriſt by his Spirit make 
thee rejoyce? and if thou ſer him 
a mourning that can onely comfort 
thee, by whom wilt thou be com- 
forted ? Doſt chou thinke ro winne 
Chriſt co thee, by a dogged diſpo- 
ſition ? Chriſt may pitry , and cure 


conſolation. He wil; bring thee to 
be lowly and mceke ere thou thalt 
find reſt to thy ſoule ; he will make 


quarrelling conſcience,and {th hy || 


thee willing colye under his Feet ; 


glad 


= way 
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lad of crums of comfort ; and wil- 
be to waite for them till Chriſt 
71 dined, and every Child ſer- 
y þ | 

If thy corrupt ſoule hanker after 
thepleaſuce of (inne againe, becauſe 
Chriſt as a comforter doth nor 
come to thee, and thou berefolved 
to: picke and chuſe, amongſt the 
lins thy ſoule. knowes , to finde out 
one tharthy ſoule moſt loves, to 
make a comforter to thee, as the //- 
raelites in their dogged humour 
made them a Capraine to returne co 
Egypt againe ; know this, thar 
whar ({inne thou pitcheſt upon to 
make a comforter , that ſinne will 


Chrift will make thee know by wo- 


8a bitter and miſerable comforter : 
thar the leaſt ſinne , is too great an 
evill, truly tcocomfort the ſoule:that 
to goe tothe Devill for conſolation, 
isto make faſter haſte for comfort, 
then good ſpeed : that neither lin, 
nor any thing in the world belide 
ſinne ſhall Comfort thy ſoule, 


Chriſt make a Diyel to torture thee: | 


tull experience, chat the ſweeteſt (in |-- 


when 


Tis with 
many 
Chriſtians 
intheir mi- 
notity,as 

| [twas with 
| | Samuel, 

| [they doe 


not know 


{ | the yoyce 


of the 

I ord,ſpea- 
kinggin a- 
promiſe, 8 
therefore 

I thought 
goodro 
noterhis 
laQ ivſtru- 
Aion, 
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| 
ro commend to thee , O comfort- 


| way of the comforter , and mect 
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when hee himſelfe will nor. 
The haſt Inftruction that I have 


elle ſoule,that did'& never yer finde 
Chriſt asa comforter come to thee, 
15 this, obſerve how Chriſt comes, 
and do net put him off, Chriſt 
comes to comforcleſle: ſoules with 
comfort, ina promiſe z as I have 
at largeſhewed you. The promiſe, 
Chrift opens beforethe ſoule , that 
he may ſeethe bleſfing wrapt up in 
It, which he needes; and then often 
repeates it tothe ſoule , chat he may 
rely upon it: inſtances to illuſtrate 
chis way of Chriſt, I havegiven 
you, things mult nor be here againe 
repeated. That which here 1 would 
prelle by way. of application .. is, 
that you which. are comforrlelle 
ſoules, would obſerve this ſecret] 


him. Art thou tempted ? and dot 
thounow heare a ſweet {till voyce, 
as it were behind chee, ſaying , Ay 
grace ſhall bee ſufficient for thee? 
Why this is che voyce of thy bclo- 


ved, thatis come to thee , embrace 


what 


—— 


- 


| bis Church Multan. 


bac he ſaith, re{t upon it,turne not 
thy comforter away now, by unbe- 
lete , and peeviſh perriſh humours. 
Haſt thou tallen into finne , by the 
ſtrength of tempration, and thine 
owne corruption ? and doſt thou 
heare ſuch a (weet voyce behind thee 
as this, The bloud of leſus Chriſt 


[cleanſerh ws from all finne ? Why 


this 15 the language of thy beloved, 
he is come to comfort thee, O 
mourning ſoule, doe not thruſt him 
away by unkinde language of un- 
belicke and paſſion. Heare what he 
faith, for it is ſweet: ſtrive co be- 
lieve what he ſaith, for it is ſure, As 
Iſaac ſaid unto /acob his Sonne, at- 
ter he had had ſome diſcourſe at a 
diſtance with him , Come neere naw 
and kiſſe me my Sonne : So ſhould 


| 


Iſfuch comfortlefle foules ſay to 


Chriſt , when they heare Chriſt 
ſpeaking , as it were at a di- 
ance, ſoftly and coldly to 
them, che ſweet and melodious 
promiſes of his word ; come neerc 
now , O ny beloved, and kille 
[mac with cheſe Killes of thy 
| lips 


gl 
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lippes, for thy love 1s better then 
Wine : whatrhou ſayeſt to my ſoul, 
ſay it with ſuch life, that my heart 
may no longer be faichletle, bur be. 
lieve, and give glory to thee. I have 
now done ſpeaking to you, who ne- 
ver yet had the comforter come to 
you, 

I come now in the laſt place to 
ſpeake a word or ewo particularly, 
toſuch of Gods people , who can 
tell me chart they have found Chrift 
as a comforter come to them , bur 
now have loft Him. Three things| | 
| havetoſay-to-cheſe, Firſt; labour]; 4 
to be ſen(ible of thy lolle.Secondly,| || 
blame not Chriſt for departing 
from thee. Thirdly, uſe all holy 
meanes to get him toreturne tothee 
againe, Firſt I would have thee, O| 
deſerted ſoule, co labour be truly 
ſenſible of thy lofſe. Though it be 
char ſome are deeply ſenſible of this 
atlofle , yer others are as deeply 

id, which moves me to note 
chis inſtrution. For a man to þe 
ſtupid and (enſeleiſe under corpo- 
rall afflitions, arguesa very ill tem- 
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|hadft loſt this World; nay , thou 


[loſt thy life, which is of moreworch 


this World, co looſe the Supne ? 


|Wor!id, to looſe Chrift the- Sunne 
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r of ſpirit ; but for a manto be {tu- 
pid and ſenſelcile under ſpiricuall 
afflitions , under ſuch a ſpiricuall 
affliftion as. this , the Jolle of the | 


forter , argues a very ill temper of 
ſpirit indeed.Strive theretore,O de- 
ſerted ftupid foule, to affect thine 
heart throughly with thy loſle. 
Thou haſt loft more then 7e6:when 
he had loſt Children , ſubſtance, 
healch, honours, and friends: nay 
thou haſt loſt more, then if chou 


haft loſt more then if thou hadit 


then the World: thou haſt loſt 
Chriſt, which 1s richer then this 
Werld, and {weeter then thy lite. 
Whar an infinite lolle were it to 


were at once to looſeall:; for all 
things ſerviceable for the uſe of 
man, depend upon the motion and 
anfluence of that glorious Body. 
What a lolle then 1s itto the le(ler 


of Righteouſnelle ?*Tis to looſe all 


Sunne, thelotle of Chriſt asa com- | 


good 


93 
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| ſole, pere- | | 
unt omnia.\ || 


and chy foule is in a dead Pallie , ſo 
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ood at ance, tor ſoule aid body, 
All graces cloſe and wither when 
Chritt departs, as all fragrant flo- 
wers when the Sunne wihdrawes 
his influence, And when chele flo- 
wers wither in the foule, a manis 
a moving Dung-hill, chat ftinkesin 


ever he cones. A man that hath loſt 
Chriſt , may truely ſay as ſhe when 
che Arke was loit , that ht glory # 
departed. As the Sunne 15 the glory 
of the greater World, fo Chrilt the 
Sunne of righteouſnelle , is the g!0- 
ry of che leller World,to wit,man, 
Thouhaſt lolt char in the world, 
that is more worth then the world, 
and which all the world can never 
helpe thee to, Thou haſt loſt chat 
which would have made the wortt 
condition 11 this life, a Heaven; 
| whereas the belt wichour it, 1s but a 
hel]. Thou haft loſt that which 
| would have been tothy ſoule a con- 
| tinuall feaſt ; whereas now thy ſoule 
15 1n a continuall famine and lean: 
nelle. Thou haſt loft thy ſpirits, 


chat 


the Noſtrils of God and man, where | 


hs (hurch Militant, 


that thou art a living dead man; , fic 
for no ſpirituall fervice, Thou hatk 
[loft thy head , chou hat loſt chy 
es, thou haſt loſt thy hands. chou 
haſt loſt chy tect , chou halt loft chy 
bread, thou haſt leſt thy cloathing ; 
nay , thou haſt loſt thy belt father, 
thy beſt husband , thy beſt friend; 
all chis and much more comfort 1s 
Chriſt co man. Thou haſt great rea- 
ſort then,O deſerted ſoule, to lay ro 
heart thy lotle. . 
Lay to hearr thy lofle, this 1s 
comely , but do. not blame Chriſt 
for departing from thee, this 1s un- 
comely, and unrighreous, Vncome- 
ly ; for it doth nor ſuit with wiſ- 
domes children, to lay folly co cher 
Maker, Vnrighteous, for thou con- 
lrainſt him to depart from thee, 0- 
therwiſe he had never left thee:thou 
didſt (inagain and again of weak- 
nelle, and yer Chriſt as a comforter 
did not depart from thee,uncill chou 
beganſt to take pleaſtre in murighte- 
orſneſſe, and to make(in a'cuſtome, 
a right eye, a very ſerviceable thing 
unco thee,Chriſt did not leave thee. 


Thou | _ 
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Thou beganſt ro wax wanton a-|j{ 
gainſt Chriſt, and chen Chriit caſt|| 
thee off, Thou beganſt to play the[k 
Apoſtare, andto back(lide 1n heart] 
from Chriſt ; and then hefell off 
from thee, and filled thee with thine\ 
owne wayes, Now theſe things (eri-|{ 
ouſly conſidered , haft thou anyſf 
cauſero blame Chriſt for departing] 
from thee? It is acomely and a verylh 
righteous thing for Wiſdomes 
chaldren to juſtific wiſdome in all} 
his waics , as toothers, ſo to outiine 
ſelves, Wherefore thus do, Odeler hn 
red ſoule; ſay , righteous arc thou, ſhp| 
O Chriſt,jndeparzing from me,and| 
righteous mayſt hou be, if chou ne-(ikk 
ver rerurne to me, ſo unkindly have/ſke 
[ dealt with thee. |] 
Then ſec thy ſelfe ſeriouſly co theliit 
uſe of all holy meanes , whereby|ſſn 
thou maiſt get thy comforter to t-| 
turne to thee. Examine thy ſouleſſlaf 
cthroughly thou nmft , co finde ow|Þ-/ 
what evil] deprived thee of ſo gret\ſarr 
a good; and in ſerious ſoulc-|iþ 
ſearching , God will ſpeak to thy] 
conicience, and conſcience will|flr 


ſpeaks 


his (burch Militant, 


 a-|[ſpeake plainly to thee, and tell hee 
alt [ſyherein thou didſt give diſtaſte co 


theſkhy comforter , and what was the 
eart\ſauſe he forſook thy ſoule. 
off} And when chou hait found out 
ine\fhat evill, which conſcience tels 
eri-[ſhee , deprived thee of ſo great a 
any/ſhood, thou muſt fall very foule with 
gl; how ſweet ſoever it hath beene 
ery\laro thee. Thy great worke muft 
meiſſie, ro bring thy heart to a holy re- 
all|fevge upon this fin: to abhorre it, 
putifnd chy ſelf becauſe of it : and to be- 
{er-\ſme very vile, as Job ſaith, and ve- 
ou, plow in thine ewne eyes. Bring 
and\ihy heart to admire the infinite pa- 
ne-\ſence and mercy of God,that things 
avelkeno worſe with thy ſoule, That 
1d had not cut theeoff, in the 
theſkting of chat ſin for which he de- 
eby ſed chee : that he hath left any 


 re-|Face for repentance, and given the| 


uleſſlaſt deſire to ſet about this work. 
otl-And when thou art come chus 
reat\fre ; "poſſibly che light of Gods 
ule-[ſuttenance may begin now and 
thyſſkm, to glance into thy ſoule, 25 at 
il|fome liccle cranny ; or at leaſt ſome 
ake 6 more 
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more then ordinary l:1ghtſomnetle, 
may appearein thy darke dull ſoul, 
as there doth in the dark morning, 
ſome ſpace of time beforeche Sunne. 
appeares, that had lefe this Horizon, 
Now this beame of light,or chis lit. 
cle lightſomnelle of ſoule,chou muſt 
much admire ; and acknowledgean 


unfathomed depth of lovein it;tha 
God ſhould ſo much as once ſtoope, 
to caft an eyeafter thee moreto give 
thy ſoule the leaft refreſhing , that 
did abuſe flagons of love, 

By this glimpſe of light, or glin 
mering light, you are co ftrengelien 


light will more and more appears, 
as the light of the morninguntothe 


your faith, in the belicfe of this,that| 


perfe& day : andſo conſequentlyto 
follow God with ſo much the mote 
fervency of prayer , for the return 
of his weted kendne(ſe, Toſeph, you 
know, carried himſelfe very rough 


ly cohis brechren which had abuſe} 


| 


him , for ſome ſpace of time ; and 
pur them in grear feare of the loll 
of their liyes ; rold them they wer 
Spies , and many harſh words It 


alt 
—_ Du 
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his Church Militant. 
gavethem, and harſh ;looks : but 
at laſt, when his, Brethren had 
brought tohim Bexjamin , and diſ- 
courled a while, /oſephs bowels 
began to worke, and he could no 
longer withhold his broctherly 
love, Come neareto me, 1pray you 
I am Toſeph your Brother, &c.T hus 
Chriſt our elder Brother deales 
with us, who do unkindly andun- 
brotherly uſe him - he will han- 
dle us very roughly , and pur us in 
teare of the lotle of our beſt lives : 
he will make our conſciences ſpeake 
bitter things againſt us; and let 
looſe the Devill to tell ns that: we 


jare Spzes, hypocrites, and falſe 


friends to Chriſt : in this diſtrafted, 
affrighted, perplexed ſtate , hee 
may hold us many dayes, many 
weeks, many moneths ; bur he can- 
not hold in his brotherly love al- 


blood and merits;this will makehis 
bowels work, & make him unmask 


F 2 O 


A 


wayes, if we patiently beare his 
|frownes,and kindly intreathim,and 
bring Bexjemin to him , his owne | 


himſelf and ſay , come near to me, 
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O mourning ſoules, tofled and not 
comforted z Tatn Chriſt your elder 
brocher , whom ye unkindly uſed;||| 
in a little wrath I hid my face 
from you, but now with ever- 
laſting kindnefle will 
embrace 
you. 


: " | 
i! 


Triauzi Deo gloria. 


FINIS, | 


| bis {hurch Militant, 


CHRISTS 
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Militant. 
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; 2 Tim,4. verſe 22, 


[ The Lord Teſus Chriff be wi #hy 


: ſpirits 


== & His Text 1s Paws ſweet 

5 affeionare farwell to 

2 Timothy. Many 'grave 
$054 ang gracious infttufti- 
ofis Part had given Timothy; bur 
'*tis not ſo much what man ſaithto 
the care, as what Chriſt ſaich-to the 
heart that workes effeQually,ro ſer 


1 F.'2 | man 


” pe 


— 
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man about his duty ; and therefore 
doth Pas/in theconclulion of all his 
Chriſtian counſell ro Timothy pa- 
thetically pray, That the Lord leſm 
Chriſt would be with his gpirit. 
The beſt reaching of man ,- 1s 
| but as water ſpilt on the ground.un- 
lefle Chriſt inwardly teach cheſpt- 
rit, If I am _ my duty bya 
Pax! ,. onein gifts not inferiour to 
the chieteft Apoſtles, yer unlelle 
Chrift be with my ſpirir., co make 
| things take rootethere; all will dye 


and wither , like good ſeed caſt in- 
to bad ground. And therefore Pal 
faw it but needfull , as to teach the 


care, ſo to intreate the Lord to/Þ{ 


reach and ſtrengthen the ſpirit, The 
| Lord Teſua Chrift be with thy Spi- 
rit. 

There isa great diſtance ( you 
know) berweene the eare and the 
heart : it is an cafie ching for man to 
bring home things nato the one, but 
nolelle then the Al-mighty power 
of Chriſt , will bring home chings 
unto the other. There is an in- 


P—— Mca — — _ —— — <—ccc_— 


comparable hardnelle , upon. the 
heart 
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heart. of man naturally : it is harder 
henan' Adamant: now though a 
child with his litcle finger , may 
make a dinc upon dow, yer a Gyant 
wich all his ftrength, cannot make 
dints upon an Adamant ; muchleſle 
can all created ſtrength,make divine 
impreſhons upon the ſpirit of man; 
and therefore it is , that Pax! doth 
implore an Almighty ſtrength to 
doechus , The Lord Teſu Chriſt be 
with thy Spirit. 

Why doth not Pax/here, wiſh 
riches and honours and pleaſures 


Junto Timothy ? Is the barepreſence 


of Chriſt with a mans ſpirit ſuch a 


(bleſſing ? 


To this I anſwer, riches and ho- 
nours, &Cc. they are 5024, but not op- 


[time : good things, but not the beſt 


things. Earthly things though good 
in themſelves, yet are no further 
forth good co me, then as the Lord 
Teſus Chritt is with my ſpirit, to 
puide it to uſe them ; and there- 
fore Pan! as one truly wile, 
prayed for the prime good for 
Timothy ; for that good which 


| F 4 makes 


To} | | 


Exucleacio 


propo(t o 
the 


| Chriſt with man,corporall and ſpi- 
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makesall other things worke toge-|| 


thergood, to wit, That the Lord 
leſus Chrift would be with his Spi. 
rit, The point I intend to ſtand on, 
is this, That to have the Lord leſin 
( hriſt with our ſpjrits , ts @ prime 
and principall bleſſing, Panl here 
wiſhech it to 7 izzothy, as a cardinall 
bleſling , The Lord Teſws (hr:ft be 
with thy ſpirit. 

To have Chriſt with our ſpirits, 
&c. How can Chriſt be preſent 
with man upon Earth, whois now 
aſcended , and fitterh ar the right 
Hand ofhis Farher in Heaven 2- 


The Apoſtle doth hint 'an an- 


(wer to this queſtion , in theforme 
of his Prayer , if you obſerver. 7he 
Lord Teſas (hrift ſaith be., be with] 
thy ſpirit, He ſpeakes of ſuch apre- 
ſene, as will fitly yeeld Communi-! 
on and fellowſhip , tothe ſpirit of 
man. There is a double preſence of 


riuall joynely ; or meerly ſpiricnall, 
With juſt men made perte@t in glo- 
ry, Chriſt is corparally preſent, 
they behold his wounded Body 


l———_ 
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| madea glorious Bedy, asa continu- 


[ſame ſimilitude, And with them 


|| ſouleis 9745: toro , && tota in qua- 


| |.chen it ſelf: according to the whole, 
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all affurance of the KeſurreQion of | 
their owne vile bodies , unto the 


Chriſt is preſent, ſpiricually filling 
them with thoſe joyes, the taſt of 
which upon Earth,is called #»ſþeak- 
able and full of glory. Of this com- 
munion ſpeakes Chrift hinſelfe. 
Tinthem, ard then in me, that they | 
may be made perfett mm ones AS the! 


libet parte : according tothe whole, 
in thac whole which is lefſe noble 


tharis,according to thar Full force & 
energy w** che foulchath, ir atuates 
& orgarizerh , every member of che 
body, the leaſt as wellas the greac- 
eſt ; So Chriſt in the myſticall body 
of Sainrs glorified , is as I may ſay, 
Tots intoto, & torn in qualibet 
parte. Whole Chriit , doth wholy 
exerciſedominion in every glorified 
ſoule ; hence it i3,thatall ſuch ſouls, 
are wholly holy,and wholly happy; 
that is perfe&ly holy, and perteR)y 
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happy , for as much as Chriſt who 
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is the fulneſle of his Fathers glory 
is fully preſent with them, 
Secondly , there 15 a preſence of 
Chriſt with man,meerly ſpirituall ; 
that is, ſuch a preſence , as whereby 
not the perſon , but the providence 


of Ghrift may beſeene. Such a pre- 


ſence as ſuperiora have wihinferiora, 
not a contipuall, bur a veriughpre- 
ſence;a preſence of influence andgo- 
vernance,as the Sun hath with us, by 
his rayes and- beames. And this pre- 


- [ſenceis cither commune or Special. 
i 


The Commune preſence of Chriſt 
with 'man , is that whereby man is 
opheld and guided , according to 
thebeing of a rationall creature. Of 
this preſence of Chriſt with man, 
ſpeakesthe Apoltle,thar they ſbowld 
ſeeke the Lord, if happily they might 


feele after him and finde him theuh 


he be not farre from every one of us, 


for in him welive, move , and have 


oxy being, Chriſt as an upholder 


| of each creature , is not farre from 


every one of us ; that is, hes ſtill 


N tions of men,which he hath made 


emo 
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preſent with us thus, and with all| 
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of one blond, to awell npon the face 
of the earth. This preſence of Chriſt 
with man thereſore , cannot pro- 
perly be called a prime and prince- 
pall bleſſing , a choile and ſpecial] 
favour , becauſe it is Commune to 
man-kinde in genera}l ; yea Com- 
mine to all Creatures below man ; 
for God is with all the workes of 
his Hands, to uphold evay Crea- 
ture according to its proper ipe- 
cies, 

Secondly, there isa ſpeciall pre= 
ſenceof Chrift wh man which is 
that efficacious working, of the Spi- 
rit of Chriſt in the ſpirit of man, 
whereby it 15 made oneſpirit, with 
the Spirit of Chriſt, 3n willing and 


[nilling, according to that of the A- 


poſtle, He that i; j9yned to the Lord, 
4 one ſpirit. 

There is a ſpeciall preſence of 
Chriſt, with the bodies of men, for 
the good of them z which the P/al- 
miſt intimates where hee ſaith, 
That hee knowes our frame, 


land remembers that wee are 


but duſt : and that the eAngels 
b 4 


truth of this by experience, when 


der and ſpec 


ward man, is comprehended under 


alelle bleſſing under a greater, For 
if God bein a ſpeciall manner pre- 
ſent with my ſpirit, to guide and or- 


ſpirit will command my body to 
walke 1n them coo; and ſo conſe- 


tenderly preſent with my 


honour, 4s weapons of Rightecuſ 


thily to ſpeake much in few) (ilent- 
ly patle over that, which is necella- 
rily preſuppoled, praying char 
Chriſt wou'd be with Tymothies 
ſpiric, and then he was ſure, Chriſt 


would 
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for the good of chat , whilſt every. 
member thereof,is atuaced by a ſpi- | 
rit of his owne ordering,to his own 


Chrifts Communion with |\j 
of. the Lord pitch their Tents about 
the righteous. And 1acob found the} 


[ 


he fled before Eſax , and ſlept ſol Fi 
ſweetly upon a ſtone. Bue this ten- |]: 
tall preſence and provi-|| 
dence of Carift, repe&ing the out- | | 


the other, which reſpe&s che in- | 
ward man,as quid minus {ub maiori,|: 


der that unto all Holy wayes , my | 


quently Chriſt cannot cluſe, bur be['}| 
By allo, | I] 


nefſſe. And therefore doth Paul (p1- | 
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would be after a ſpeciall manner 
[{preſent; with his body too, for the 


of chat. Thg Lord leſms Chrift 


be with thy ſpirit, That is, the Loyd 
Jieſws Chrift exerciſe a ſpeciall dami- 
- | {101 in thy fpirn, for the guiding and 
Jorderiag of it , unto the avoyaing of 


allEwill, and to the performing of all 


«| [1g994, whereby Chriſt may have all 
(1 4be glory,aue ro his Name, 


Now that thus have Chriſt pre- 
ſent with a mans ſpiric , isa prime 


jand principall bleſſing, I will plain- 


ly demonſtrate to you , by a triple 


J[argument ab effets, 


; Thus co have Chriſt preſent with 


4jourſpirits, is the ready way toall 
remporall , ſpicituall , and eternall 


good : and therefore muſt needs be 


1}a prime and principall bleſſing. 


Thus to have Chriſt preſent with a 
mans ſpirit, is the ready way unto 


|} all cemporallgeod. Men whole ſpt- 


rits, Chrift doth after a ipectal! 
[manner order , roavoid (inne,, and 


| to keepe themſelves pore, as Paul 


| here uſeth the exprefſion to T1mo- 
thy , all temporall good things, [0 


| farre 
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| der for his honour , have ue 
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farre forth as may be good for them, 
belong unto them by promiſe ; For 


godlineſſe hath the promiſe of thu 


life. It ſhall come to paſſe ſaith the 


Lerd, ifyou walk in wy wajes,that I 


wil bleſſe you tu the fruit of the womb, 
in the fruit of the Field , in the baſ- 
ket and fore, &c. If you walks in my 
wajes I will dee this ,&c, Why,they 
with whoſe ſpirits Coriſt is after @ 
ſpeciall manner preſent, this 15 their 
high way: ( as Salomon ſaith) 10 de- 
part from evill : thatis, this is their 
daily cndevour , to walke in all the 
wayes of the Lotd ; and ſo conſe. 
quently,all cemporall good of right 
belongs unto them. 

But you will ſay , how 1s itthen, 
that choſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt 
is moſt preſent, ro make moſt ten- 


ſually leaſt of all remporal} good 
things ? | 

To this the anſwer is calie and 
manifold, Men with whole ſpirits 
Chriſt is moſt preſent, ro make 


them moſt render to avoid (inne, 


andto keepe themſelves pure, theſc 
the 
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hel Divell doth mad of all maligne, 
and ſets his limmesto ſpoile them of 
their goods, as the Auther to the He- 


— 
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| 
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brewes (aith , to keepe them from 
that, which Chrift would havethem 
advanced to, orelſero ftripthem of 
that , which Chriſt hath conferred 
on them, by impriſonment, baniſh- 
ment and che like;and ſo make ſuch 
live in Dens, and Holes, and Caves 
of the Earth z to wander in Deſerts 
and W1ldernefles, wearing Sheeps- 
Skins, and Goateſ-skins, whom the 
Worldis not worthy. Where a ſpi- 
rit of malice and confulion rules, tis 
no marvell to ſec ſervants ſet on 
horſe-backe , and Pririces goe. on 
loote, 

Secondly , men with whoſe ſp1- 
ne Chriſt is: afcer a ſpecial} manner 
preſent, he takes ſpeciall notice 
to what evil] the ſpirit is moſt en- 
clined , and ſo anſwerably givesof 
theſe outward things unto them. 
A wiſe Father hath his eye upon 
the diſpolition of his- child , and 
to what exorbitancy he finds. him 
enclined, hee. labours ro prevent 


all 


IP 
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all occafionsto ir , and ſo keeps his 
child ſhort of what he could other. ||| 
wiſc liberally allow him. And thus| | 
'*is with our heavenly Father, reſps 
| Fi Ring his children: he eyes ftrictly 
Mil their ſpirics , and if heſcethem in- 
| clined to pride, covetouſnelle , or 
any other ſcandalous vice, heſhor- 
tens them in that , which may to- 
ment theſe. At this (I rhinke) /emes 
may point, where he ſaith, Let the 
Tamest.10,! Ftionce in that be ts made low, 
God out of tender love to his chil 
dren, oft times makes them poorein 
purſe, that they may become poore 
in ſpirit,and (o capableof the King- 
dome of Heaven. Which rightly 
weighed , is not matter of ſorrow. | 
bur matter of joy,as /ames ſaith, 
Thirdly , thoſe with whoſe ſpi- 
rics Chritt is afcer a ſpeciall manner 
preſent, to guide them to walke 1n 
his wayes , and to keepe themſelves 
| pure, Chriſt doth prove them by 
, poverty , asby. other things ; and 
| henceit may come to palle , that| 
| Chriſtians very holy , may yer not- 
withſtanding be very deſtitute of 


the 


-| Iſthedevill is in a ſpeciall manner pre- 


| [{as will windeand turne every way 


| his Church Militant. 


the things of this life. Thus you 
know the Lord dealc with Job. 
(Chriſt was afcer a ſpeciall manner 
preſent with his Spirit,to guide him 
tewalke uprightly above many in 
hist1me ; now to makeknowne this 
to the world, to his owneglory,and 
[obs eternall honour , he ftript /ob 
of all, and ſer him upon a dunghill, 
who before ſat with the chickeſt in 
ſeats of honour. God will have the 
world know, that thoſe with whole 
pints he is afcer a ſpeciall manner 
[preſene , to guide and order. them, 


not as thole with whoſe ſpirits 


ſene,to guide and ordergto wit,fuch 


en puc toit, 


- Laſtly, thoſe wich whofe ſpirits 


lent , they deſire bur little of che 
{ings of this life z and cherefore *cis 
no maryell, toſce Chriftians very 
holy,yer not very wealthy. Chriſti- 
{ns wich whoſe ſpiric Chriſt is after. 
a ſpeciall manner preſent, they on- 


Chriſt is after a ſpeciallnanner pre- | 


[? deſire daily bread ; Agwrs porti- 


on, 
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on , food convenient ; and this the 
Lord gives them, and with this they 
are conremed ,. which is the only 
wealthy eftate, Chriſtians , with 
whoſe ſpirits Chrift is after a ſpect- 
all manner preſent, they hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſſe , not alter 


rickes in the world : they covet the 


beſt gifts, che unſcarchable riches of 
Chriſt, and not the fading riches 
of this life. Now -Chriſt applyes 


himſelfe , to be moſt liberall in the| {| 


diſtribution of that , which the ſpi- 
rits of men moſt bend after; in mer- 
cy 9Qr in juſtice. Chriſtians whole 
ſpirits moſk ly bend aft 
grace, to theſe Chriſt in mercy d 
moſt bountifully apply himſelfe,to 
give grace; according to that of 
Chriſt, Bleſſed are they that hunger 
and tbirft after righteouſneſſe , fat 
they ſhall be filled, Chriitians whoſe 
{ pirits moſt ſtrongly bend after 
worldly riches, to theſe oft times 
Chrift in juſtice moſt liberally ap- 
plies himſelfeto give thoſe , accor- 
dingto that of the Pſalmiſt, #/hoſe 
belly thou filleft with thy hid treaſure. 


Accor- 


——— —_ 


| 
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the | | According likwiſe to that of Solo- 
Wy | | won, There # a ſore evill which 1 
Mly | | bave ſcene under the Sun. namely , 
ith riches kept for the owners thereof to 
Ch | | their hurt, The objetion being thus | 
md] | anſwered, the argument 1s ſtil} of 
ter| [force. Thatto bave Chriſt with our 
the ſpirits, is the way to all cemporall 
of good, and ſo conſequently, a prime 
hes axdprincipell bleſſing. 

JG! 1] But that I may yet more fully 
the ſpeak 1n this argument , note that 
P!-| ||temporall good, is either poſitive, | 
or privative ; ( if I may for illuſtra- 
ions ſake {o diſtinguiſh.) Te Wh 
ll goed in a politiveſence , isthat 
ar thing, w*bis in it ſelf good ; 
breadand<eloathing,and thelike, 
of which wehave already ſpoken. | 
| Temporall good privatively ſo 
| [|called,isafflition ordered to amans | 
[pood,which in it ſelFisnotſo.Now] © |} | 
all thoſe with whoſe ſpirits Chriſt is | | 
preſent,are partakers of this tempo» 
rall good, All outwardcrotles,tend 
totheir inward gain, becauſe Chriſt 
is with their ſpirits. For all outward 


tronbles , are heavier or lighter, 
more 


Pal.17.11,| 4 
Ecc.5.I3, Is 
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Rom.12,1 


2 


mum__ 


more hurtfull or more proficable 


links and dyes under his burthen, 
according to that of the Apoſtle, 
lolle of a child or friend ; nay the 


Chriſt Rand aloofe from a mans, 
ſpirit, and ler it faften upon hum, 


| Chrifts Communion with WO 


ſillroa man, as Chriſt is pleaſedto|| 
order his Spirit under them, Alic-|| 
tle anforn; ama , if Chrift let in|] 
ſeizeupon a mans ſpirit, he quickly||; 


worldly ſorrow cauſeth death. The(| 
lotle of a wife or husband ; nay the]. 


lofſe of the leaſt outward content, if] 


he will ſoone langniſh,and bleedins||. 
wardly to death z whereas all ouv|[ 


ward afflitions , meeting together 


up that , a Chriftian ſweetly ſub- 
mits, and keeps on his way , Accor- 


cing in hope , patient in tribulation, 


continuing infant in prayer. Now!|l 
Chriſt tenderly watches, when out- 


ward troubles begin to rake hold of 
that Spirit,with whom he js ſpeci 


uponthe outward man, if Chrift be | 
with the ſpirit, to ſuppore and beare}} 


ding tothat of the Apoſtle, Reiop|[. 


ly preſent , andthen he quickly re-|| 
| leeves and eaſes it ; and nor only ſo, 


bur| 


—_— _ —_—— LA _—_— 


i 


| 
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bur ſan&tifies it, tothe drawing of 
ſuch a ſpirit nearer to God in love ; 


0d therefore thus to have 
facet with our ſpirits, muſt needs 


xccording to that of David, 7 love 
the Lord, becauſe he hath heard my 
vice, and wy ſupplications, becanſe 
he hath inclined hs care unto me, 
therefore will I call upon him as long 
#1 live, Addethis to theformer, 
hat to have Chrift with our ſpirits, 
þ the ready way to all rewporall 
00d, whether pofitive,or privative; 
d you muſt needs grant it to be a 
| ncipall blefling. 
; Secondly, thoſe wich whoſe ſpi- 
es Chriſt is ſpecially preſenc,are in 
he ready way to all ſpirituall __ 
riſt 


counted a principall blefling. 


ahriſt is the Author and worker of 


lgrace; and therefore ſuch ſpirits 


| |ſwuft necds be very gracious with 
dom Chriſt is. The places are boly | 


exnto the Ark of the Lord hath 
e, ſaith Selomon.T may truly ſay 
of Chrift, whichthe Arkcypified. 
Spirits are holy with whom 
ehnift is, and where holy Chrift 


COMES. | 


Pſal.te1 6, 
1,2, 


2 Chron, 8 
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1eomes. They are at the Welheadfj 
for holines, which have holy ChriftY 
with their ſpirits. uf 
T hey that have Chrift with theirſþ 
ſpirits , are inche ready way to theſlc 
very heigthof heavenly wiſdomeJy 
for there isno ſuch teacher of wil 
dome as Chriſt is. Wich him are allÞſj 
the treaſures of wiſdome, He thatfvi 
lyes in thy boſome , teaching- theeſ{th 
wildome (ecretly., came out of thefp 
very boſome of the Almighty, andſzE 
knowes all things; and he gives ſuch}: 
en union torhar Spirit which heſſp 
ceaches , thache makes it know andjh 
diſcerne all thingstoo, [fi 
They that have Chriſt with their[|b1 
ſpirits, arein theready way totheſ|dk 
very height of love, which is the||C 
glory of all graces , in the ſight off, 
God andman ; for there is no ſuchſlſc, 
worker and winner of love,as Chrilt||ha 
is. Is he doe bur put i» his fingerhy|be 
the hole of the dore.,, he will makea||fo 
mans bewels mel after him. 1F beſ\tzs 
doe bur reycale his love to our (pt-[|as 
rits alittle, our ſpiries grow lick ofſ|of 
love unto him, He will wen ſer 
| wit 


—_— 
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rift ſty is he. Ler a mans ſpirit be never 

Iſo cold, yer if Chriſt be with it, he 
heirfſisin the ready way to burne with 
thelove to Chriſt , as ſtrong as death, 
mezIwhich many waterscannot quench. 


wile} They that have Chriſt with their 


c of} Comforter which ſhauld relieve my 


uch||ſeul 57 far from me. ASif the Church | 


fo, 894 


vith relieve 
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cad{[wich one of his eycs;o full of beau-| 


09 


Lam.1t,16, 
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relieve my {oule 1s far from me: our 
of the hearing of ſighes and groans: 
nay our of the hesring of ſtrong 


cryes;he u angry againſt my prayers, 


dy way to excell in vertue , as Da- 


bours. And therefore, co have Chriſt 
preſent with our ſpirits, muſt needs 
be counted and called, 4 prime and 
principal bleſſing. | 

Laſtly , to have Chriſt with ouy 


—_— cp 


nall good ; and therefore a 
coit, unto its own center ; fo Chriſt 


all ſuch ſpirits as to whom he ts uni» 


4 


Ina word a Chriſtian which hathy | 
Chrift with his ſpirit , 1s in theres-| | 


whoſe proper place of reſidence is} 
Heayen , carries with him ebither;| Ji 


red on earth. If we havea ſpecial} 


_—_—_— 
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vid (ayes: toexcell in all yertue ; to| [4 
be wiſer then his teachers ; more ex- 
cellent.in all grace, then hisneigh-| | 


ſpirits, isrhe ready way unto cter-| [i 
pririci-] | 
pall bleſſing. As a ſtone carries with| | 
it, what ſocyerlight thing be faſtned] || 


friend ar Court , batons that we K 
are ina readyway to feeal the pornp|' 
of the Prince, Chriſt hath che keyes| 4 
of Heaven and Hell ; hee opens| | 


and! 


"+ =n_—_y 


— 
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mdno man ſhits; ſhuts , and no 
man can open:all with whoſeſpirits 


ſed upon earth, he knowes; and 
when they ſhall knock at thoſe ever- 
{lſting gaces, he will open and let 
them in to every roome in his roy- 
all dwelling, and ſhew them all che 
3.6 plery which he had with his Father 

(before the world was.” Tis betweene 
i | [Chriſt and that ſpirit with whom 
ds | fhe lives , as berweene Nome and 
nd| [Ruth : where the onelives the other 
will. Whileſt ſuch ſpirits live in the 
| {body , Chriſt will live with them 
3 when they remove outof the 


{ death cannet ſeperate ) but com- 
nds his Angels, to bring themro 
xrmnall le, with himſelfe, 
thrift which is lifced up co glory 
imſclfe, will draw all ſuch unto 


| 

| 
Fl 
j-|' ſhim , azin whoſeſpirits he dwels, 


: 2 
s 


' If to have Chriſt wich our ( pirits 
G be 


— —_— ——— iy | 
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he hath dwele, and beene kindly u- | 


body , Chrift will not leave them | 


6l}} Jand no ſtrengeh ſhall beablero with: | 


— _— 
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EE - 
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| be a,gravd favour, nor to have him 


nn en 


| naked ſoules , by their chreatnings, 


with, our ſpirits, muſt needs bea 
grand evill. A ſpirit withour Chyiſt 
1s naked,as a body without cloaths, 
Many. things may make cloathing 
and defence for the body , but only 
Chriſt chat beff garment , as tie F4- 


make cloathing and munition for 
the ſoule. A mans ſpirit without 


Chriſt is as a naked body amongſt 
every bryer {cratchech, and fercheth 
caresand worldlyfears,when ſtrong, 


row.and thorow, and make him run 
mad , if God.(unſought) doc no 


Bedlam. A mans ſpirie withou 
Chrift ,-isas a naked body among: 
Serpents ; every Serpenc ſtings and 
venomes ſuch a naked body to 
death ; fo every ſeed of che Serpent 
ſtings and poyſons to death , ſuch 


Hatteries, examples. and the like, A 


Chriſts ( ommunion with || 


ther of the Prodigall cals him , can 


thorns, every thorne pierceth , and|| 
blood from ſuch a body ; ſo worldh|[ 
will-pierce ſuch a naked ſpirit tho-{[| 


fealonably ſtep in and bridle che|jjt 


mans ſpirit without Chriſt , js as3: 


naked 
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naked body in great blaſts of light- 
ning ; ſuch bodies are ſuddenly 
corcht and conſumed ; ſo ſuch na» 
\ked ſoules are ſuddenly blaſted , by 
the fiery darts of the Devill, and (o- 
ſuddenly oft times goe from bur- | 
.|jning to burning ; from burning in | / 
in, co burning 1n bell. i 

A mans ſpirit wthoue Chriſt is 
not only naked, but blinde too. A 
Inaked man having his ſight , may 
make ſome ſhifc , but a man naked 
and blinde too, is in a miſerable 
theipcleſle ſtate indeed: and juſt ſuch 
is the ſtare and condition of cvery 
|mans ſpirit , that hath not Chrift 
with it ; for as the Sunne in the 
Heavens, is the cye and light of 
e/|/the greater World , ſo 'the Sunne 
of righteouſnetle Chriſt , is the 
eye and light of the lefler world, 
man. Now doe but imagine what 
a darke dolorous condition wee 
ſhould,;all bee in, if the -Sunne 
were darkened , or had urterly 
forſaken our Horizon z or doe 
bur thinke of that darkneſle , 
which was upon the e£gyp- 
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| Chriſt be wich our ſpirits , helping 


Chriſts (ommunion with 


tians for alittle cime, when no man 


out Chriſt ; notable to ſce the leaſt 


Ne CO 


way that leads to life. 


not only blind, but dune coo, A 
manthar is blind, yet ifhecan ſpeak, 
can beg for that which he cannet 
ſee to worke, But when a man 1s 
blind, and dumme too ; that he can 
neither heJpe himſelfe, nor begge 


indeed; and juſt ſuch is the condi 
rion of every mans ſpirit , that hath 
not Chriſt with ir. Foras Chriſt s 
Eyes to the ſoule, ſo he isa Mouth 
and Tongue, enabling it rocry A6- 
ba Father. Vnldle the ſpiric of 


' our infirtpities, who are godly ; we 
are dumme , and not uble co ſpeake 
co our owne Father, as adopted: 
children, for daily Bread ; much 


moreunabk to beg for life , rorhe 


beame of ſaving light ; not able to{| 
ſtir a ſtep our of his place , inthe|| 


A mans ſpirie without Chriſt is || 


E 


dread- 


could Rirre out of his place z and] ||; 
ſuch and much. worſe 15the darke| | 
dolorous condition, of a ſpirit with: | || 


others, he is ina dolefull condition| || 


EO 
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(dreadful Judge of all che V orld, 


muſt all ungodly perſons needs be, 
whoſe ſpirirs are altogether wichone 


-| {Chriſt , as an helper, I would have 


all men char live in their ſins, thinke 
riouſly of chis; when Chriſt as the 
dreadfull ludge of all che World, ar 


che great day ſhall aske you , what 


8| [you have ro ſay for your ſelves, that 


you ſhould not ecernally diefor your 
Lins, in which you have lived, you 
will be like that man which was 
withour his wedding garment, 
dumme and not able to ſay aword 


[ [for your ſelves, becauſe Chriſt is not | 


with your ſpirits, 'Tis impoſſible 
that a mans own guilty ſpiric,ſhould 
deableto looke tne terrible judge of 
men and divells in theface , much 
eſe ſpeake a word for mercy , un- 
leſe che Al-mighty ſpirit of Chriſt 
be with it,to aid it, Many ignorant 
wretches , ſooth themſelves with 
this, that chey will at laſt cry, Lord 
Lord , and ſo prevaile quickly for 
pardon, with him who is infinite 1n 
mercy. ' Why, bur thinke on this'O 
ignorant ſoule ! No wan car call 
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leſus Lord but by the Holy Ghoſt, 
Thou wilt not inthy greateſt need, 
be able to cry Lord , Lord , unlelle 
the Lord be with thy ſpirit. Death 
will ſting thee,con'cience will gnaw 
thee , Gbriſ will condemne thee, 
| Divels will teare thee ; and yet «wilt 
not thou be able to cry, Lord, Lord, 
| [have mercy on me, ualetlerhe Lord 
be with thy ſpirit : but inftead of 
crying Lord, Lord, for mercy, thou 
wilt burne in malice againſt the 
Lord, andcurſe andblaſphemeas 
Divels and damned wrerches doe, 
Hiſt chou never ſcene condemned 
wretches , not only dumme, but 


the ladder themſelves , without &> 
ther asking God or man forgive. 
neſle ? thus in a ſpiritzall ſenſe , and 
much worſe , wilt thou doe in the 
great day of judgment, for as much 


| withall deſperate too, and leape off| 


as Chriſt isnor with thy ſpiric. 
Fourthly , a mans ſpirit without 
Chriſt, isnot only blindeand dum, 


but” deafe too. And if a man' bet 
' blinde and dumme , yer if he can 


heare , he may make ſome ſhift to 
helpe, 
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help hinifelfe: we follow a thing 
(you know)ſomtimes by the ſound, 
wher we: cannot (ee it, nor ſpeake 
whav it is: -but Whena mans na- 
ked, blinde, dumime, and deafe too, 


he 15'in a helpletſe condition' in- 
deed ;- and juſt ſuch is the ſtate of a 


[{|mans ſpirit withoue Chrift. For 


Chriſt: as he"is/Eyes and- Tongue, 
fo he is Eares allo to' the ſoule of 
man. .Hence 1t1s that [oþnſpcakes 
ſo frequently of ſpirituall heering, 
after a Hypothetical manner: He 
that hath az care, &c, Thar is, if 
any man mve ſpiricuall diſcerning, 
Let him heare what the ſpirit ſaith 
zo the Churches, Intunating that 
a. ſpirituall care, is a very rare 
thing to be found ; . that which 
no man hath , buc hee which 
bach Chriſt with his Spirirz- that 
hath had his earcs boared- by the 
Spirit of Chriſt , as the Scripewe 
ſpeakes ; all others are as deafe as 

ders, aud cannot heare the 
yoyce .of the charmer, charme 
bee: never. ſo. wiſely. :I : would 
have all chat live in their (innes, 


| G 4 ſeriouſly 


Chriſt, is wichous ſec/ong ; in a dead 


| Chrifts Communion with | 
ſeriouſly conſider this too , asa fur- 
ther degree of unhappinefle. You 
cell us chat you will curne from your 
fins hereafter , and obey the call of 
God in the. Miniſtry of his Word: 
bur let meartke youthis; have you 
not hitherto turned the deafe care 
upon God ? yes : land ſo you will 
doe for che time to come ; and the 
reaſen of both , the ſame ; becauſe 
Chriſt is not wich your ſpirits, Let 


i ae. nd 


husband call, wife call ; let Mint- 


naps | 


ſters call, conſcience cail ; Bay i 
Chriſt himſclfeca]l , in what voyce 


ver ſopiercing , yet wile not thou 
hearezbecauſc Chrift is not with thy 
ſpiric; but with $«/omers foole, wilt 
on an thy (ins, and be eternally pu» 
niſhed. 

Fifchly , a mans ſpirit without 


Pallie all over, which how dolorous 
ſuch.a ſtare is, in.a corporal ſenſe, 


he will, till voyce, or lowd voyce,| | 
in words neverſo pleaſing , or ne- 


mercies call , corre&ions call ; let| | 
[friends call, father call,mother call ;| 


you;:know ; much moredolorows in 


y | "© I Ie — _ _ —_— 
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[11s5no Chriit, there is nolife; and 
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| | and would give up themſelves unto 


| 


1 


= 


[ciple of feeling : for the dead feele 


of tome that were paſt feeling , ha- 


by the firft a& of divine juſtice upon 


ſpiric of man can neither ſce, ſpeake 
nor keare, ſo neither can it feele, 
without the ſpirit of Chriſt. The 
_ of man without the ſpirit of 
200, isdead. Chriſt is co our ſpi- 
rits , as our ſpirirs are unto our bo- 
dies, theirlife ; and life is the prin- 


4 


bis Church Milttant. 
{| a ſpirituall fenſe, I am ſure. As the 


nothing, #hen Chriſt: which i ony 
[1sfe} ſhall app:are, $«c, Where there | 


where there isno life, there is no fee- 
ling. You know the Apoſtle ſpeaks 


ving given themſelves cver to laſci- 
viowſneſſe , to worke all uncleanneſſe 
with preedineſſe. Therethe Apoſtle 
ſpeakes of ſuch a ſenſelelſencile, as 
lyes upon the foule by a fecond a 
of divine juſtice, All humane ſpirits 


Adam , are naturally paſt feeling, 


all wickedncile with greedinelle,did 
not God reftraine, To be paſt fre- 
ling in this latter ſenſe , notes prin- 
cipally a want of divine affeRion ; 


I29. | 
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-| ſmite ; let God (mite, and his Mini- 
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[reaſon of both, oneand the ſame; 


| when ſinne doch not kindly affeg | 


'the ſoule with ſorrow ; as in the for. 
mer ſenſe , when (inne doth nor at 
all: affe& che ſoulke with ſorrow: 
when holy wayesand works do not 
kindly affeR the ſoule wich joy ;, as! 
in the other ſenſe, when they do noe, 
affe& the ſoul with joy ar all z but 
rather difturbe and provoke to pas 
ſhon and malice, © 
I wonld haveall that live jn their 
fins, ſetioufly think on this alſo,as a 
further degree-of unhappinetle. You, 
have heard many - poweifull. Ser- 
| mons, which you have feene-worke; 
admirably upon others,znd yerihey 


ſpirits ; and many hundred more 
may you heare , and no divine im- 
preſiion at laſt be made ; and the 


becauſe Chriſt is not with your ſpi- 


hearts are as Adamants, which eve- 
ry ſtroke hardens, but not breaks it. 
Let the maſter (mite and the man 


ſters ſmite, and conſcience ſjaice ; 


—_—_— 


have madeno inpreflion upon your! | 


rits z and by reaſon of this, your; 


wi] 
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| nay ,' erevery member of the body 


beſmicten wich puniſhment , : co af- 
fe the ſoule with {in,yer will it not 
ſir and complaine , unlefſe Chri 
be with it, oo Bed 


Chriſt, 1s without caſting or ſmel- 
ling : to theſe ſenſesalſo{you know). 
the Scriptme doth allude.and there- 


| fore fitly here may,I to ſerforth ful- 


ly,'che unhappy condicion of every 
{pirit withaur Chriſt, You knowthbe 
| Apoſtle ſpeaks of ſome, that ſaponr 


red not the things of God, which 1s 
a terme has in Scripture, tothe 
ſenile of {melling as well asto the 


| ſenſe of taſting,and therfore for bre- 
| vity ſake dv] berc joyne both ſenſes 


rogether, in a ſpiricuall way of allu- 
ſion: Why all that have notChriſt 
with their ſpirits,are ſuch as cannot 
rightly ſavoxy ſprritnall ching 1;ſuch 


| | pur butter far ſweet, & ſweet forbuter 


I would have all you thac live in 
yours (ins, ſeriouſly thinke on this 
toe, a$a further degree of unhappi- 
nefſe. You come oft times to Wil- 


pare” 


domes houſe, and though ſhe pre- 


Finally a mans. ſpiric without | 


Pe EEE 


| vel'd ſoules, like men in a conſump. 


| 


os co ſtrengrhea you, and reco- 


| Chriſt 1 Communion with © 


— 


pare yous'l ſp:cicuall daincies, yet} 
youcan relith nothing; but ſome by} 
things , that lye abouc che diſh, ra- | 


or ornament , then for food. 
And would you know che xeaſon of 


your (piries. If Chriſt were with you 
you would feed on every dithac wil: 
dares table, on promiſes, -yea and 
on chreaenings too - To the hungry 
wie; every bitter thing- 7. ſmect, 


faich Solomon, All char is pood and 


King , and yet you-have leane ſhri- 
tion: every one cels you , that you. 


looke as if you were ſtarved, ſpeake 
and live, as if you neyer heard a 


are ſo leane and fecble,that you need 


eryou, and yer every diſh almoſt 


good Sermon from yeares.end, to | 
[ycares end; they tell you that you 


the benefic of all the ſpirits, chat e+ | 
very diſh. at wiſdomes table can 


-  — os _— 


chis? 'is becauſe Chriſt is not wich | |)! 
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wholeſome goes down well, where | 
Chrift is with the Spirit, Youcome 


frequently to Wiſdomes houſe, who | 
keeps a Tab'e here and*cwere fora | 


- i 


and chas you will goc on languith- 
 [|ing , untill you quite conſume and 


' ||principall happineſſe co have Chrift 
wich our ſpirits, ſo it isa prime and 
|1principall evil! and unhappines,nor 


|] Wherefore having laid open both 
 [[before-you, ler me entreat you all co 


| | the ſpirit 5s life becauſe of righteonf- 
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ocs ag2inſt your ſtomaeks; and 
at you docear, is withoac ſavour: 
any other vertue, and {o you lan- 
iſh wich all daincies before you ; 


periſherernally , unletſe Cariſt be 
wich your ſpirits. | 

You ſce (I ſuppoſe) plainly by 
this time , that as it isa primeand 


ro have Curifſt with our ſpirits. 


looke in upoa your ſpirits , and ſee 
who keeps company with them, 
Chriſt or the divell ; one of theſe 
ewo 33 wichall our ſpirits. If Chrift 
be not with our ſpirits, the divell is 
and will be. If Chriſt be with your 
ſpirirs, according to the ſenſe and 
meaning of the Apoſtle in my text, 
you ſhall findie by cheſe two things, | 
the body is dead becauſe of ſin ; and 


xes.'T is Panls CharaRer of Chriſts 


ſpect- | 


' 
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| Rom,8.10, 


| ſpirirs, ſee whether your bodies be 


| Chriſts Communion with 


onſneſſe. The body isdead becauſe 
of linne ; thatis, the body of cor- 


of che guilc of*it, ſo'inreſpeRot the 
dominion of it, And the ſpirit u 
life becauſe of righteonſutſſe that 
is, the regenerate part 18 vVigorom, 
in reference to all righteous wayes. 


know whether Chriſt be wich your 


dead becauſe of (inne; whether you 
labour to bring every rhowught into 
fabjeftionto Chriſt ; or whether you 
doenot allow your ſelves liberty to 


principally, wherein the dominion 
of {inne conſiftech'; as Pas! hints 
unto us , whete he ſaith , the-evill 
which [ doe, I allow not. That is, | 
doe not approve of it in my. heart, 
nor plead for it wich my tongue ; 


ſpeciall preſence in theſoule of man | 
uponearth, and therefore of ſtrong | 
auchority. And if Chriſt be in you, | 
the body i dead becauſe of finnes,but| 
the ſpirit « life becauſe of Righte-| 


ruption is deſtroyed , as in reſpe&| 


And if therefore you would: 


ſome evill, out of love to ſome 
| pleaſure or profic ; which is that. 


bue| 
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| | ||but. ſtrive againſt it-iwith all my 

' ||ſtrength ; and ir would be more joy 
 l]to mezto be rid of ic, then if Thad 
[1a Kingdome conferred on me: This 
is.che language righe , of one-thar 
hach Chriſt wich his ſpiric, 

| Secondly, ſce whether: your fþi- 
rits.be alive becauſe ef righteouſues, 


i. | [if you would know whether Chrift 


— 


be. with your ſpirits, or not. Sce 

whether holy wayes doc heartily af- 

te you, I rejoyced when they ſaid, 

come ler us goeto the houſe of the 

Lord, ſaith the Pſalmift, He ſpake 

hkea man, having Chriſt indeed 

with his ſpirit : his Pri leapt with- 

in him, hke the Babe in E/zaberhs 

| Wombe, when they ſpake of draw- 
[}ing neere toGod , inthe duties of 
his worſhip. A Chriſtian that hath 

Chriſt with his ſpirit , ſeesa _ 

tranſcendant beauty in all . wiſ- 

domes wayes ; they _ all wajes 
of pleaſure , and pathes of peace ; 

on is ſpoken H, reference G fuch 

as have Chriſt with their ſpirits: 

| [for others finde no ſuch thing in 

them. And his ſpirit opens int - » 
6 


” 
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i | | 1 Cor,6.17, joyned tothe Loydis one fpirit. They 


like flowers in the Sun, and ſmelles 
fragrantly the bends and cleaves to 
t 
' which he finds inthem. And if you 
finde theſe thingsin you, I chinkel] 
may ſafely tell you to your comfort, 
tharc Chriſt is with yourſpirits. 
I may turne this CharaRter into 


another forme,as Pas/doth,and tell 
you in his words, that he which 4s 


that have Chriſt with cheir ſpirics, 
are one ſpiric with Chriſt, This ex- 
preſſion ( ] conceive) isſomerhing 
explained bycheſe following words, 
Andthe multitude of them that be- 


4 Atsv.3% 


| righteouſnelle, and hates iniquity : 


lieved,;were of one heart and one ſoul: 
or as the orig;:nall hath it ; za,0« $4 
Joxtuis heart and ſoul one:They that 
haveChrift w® their ſpints,are beart 
and ſoule one with Chriſt. They do 
idem welle & idem nolle, What 
Chriſt loves, they lovey and what 
Chriſt hates they hace. Chriſt loves 


Thou ba#t loved righteonſnefſe aud 


| ChriftsCemmunion with = 


hem,in love tochar ſoul ſweernelle, | 


hated iniquity, &c. They thar have| | 


Chrilt wich their {pirics, arc heart 


and| 
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| land ſoule one with Chriſt in this. 


They love righteouſneile,chat is, all 
ighteous wayes: and hate iniquity ; 


that is all that Gods Word con- 


demnes, 'T was Chriſts meate a$d 


 [drinks, to doe his Fathers Will;chey 


that have Chrift with their ſpirits, 
are one ſpirit with Chriſt in this : 
'T5s joy to the juſt to det judgement, 
ſaith S«/omzon. Chrift was tender a- 
bout keeping the leaſt Commande- 
ment , as well as about keeping the 
greareſt,hoſoever ſhall break one of 
theſe leaſt (ommundments,and teach 


men [o, be [ball be ealted the leaſt in | 


the Kingdome of Heaven.They rat 
have Chrift with their ſpirits , are 
heart and ſoule one with Chriſt in 
this z they are tender to keepe all 
Gods Commandements, leaſt, as 
well as Sofhal I not be con-' 

med , whil'f Þ have reſpett unts 
all thy Commandements , ſaith Da- 


vid.I do not conceiverthe placeforcs | 
cited ſo, as if Chriſt did account of | 
{| one part of his Fathers will above 


: I rather think chat hethere 


| es Phariſeormm more , in the 
_ m 'Phariſes | 


-— 
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' Phariſesdialet , who would nake 
the world believe , that they migh- 
|tily labourcd to keepe ſome pre- 
cepts, bur others they thought, as 
many ofus now doe; that they need 
not to be ſo ftrit about, Now 
Chriſts tender Spirit for his Fathers 
honour, could not brooke this halt-! 
ing inreligion; and they that have 
Chriſt with their ſpirits , are heart 
and ſoule one with Chrift in this, 
That Commandement which the 
moſt ſay is one of the/eaft, and may 
be diſpenſed withallz or at leaſt 


off che lap of Sau/s garment; as. well 


 : Now poſhibly ſome of you by 


that , as well as any other , whilſt 
2 precious part of Chriſts will , a 
man that hath Chriſt with his (pi- 
rit , will be tender to obſerve, Da- 
vids ſpirit {mote him , for cucting 


as for cutting off. the life of Friah ; 
which plainly ſhewes , chat men. 
which have Chrift withtheir ſpirits, 
are tender about the avoiding of 
{mall (ins, as well as great. 


OO —_ 


| 


need not be ſo firiftle lookcunco g! 
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what hath becn (aid, may fee, thac| | 


| j|1n the firft 'place, particularly to 


|| wich a mans ſpirit. Ocher wants may 


| 
mm en oe ee ———_ —— 


hord ofGod. Thou were better want 
[| riches, thou were berter: want ho- 
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as yer- you have not Chriſt with 
your {prrits; [ ſhall addretle my (elf 


ſpeake to you; and then in theſe- 
cond p/ace, I ſhall addretle my (elfe, 
particularly to ſpeake to fuch of 
you, as have by what hath been ſaid 
diſccrned,that Chriſt is indeed with 
your ſpirits. To you which by what 
hath becn ſaid,ſce, that as yet Chriſt 
is not With your ſpirits, I have only 
theſetwo things to ſay , labour to 


deeply fenlible of ir ;-and then la- 
bout w_ this great want ſpeedily 
ſupplyed. 
25/y labour co bewaile your 
great want , as perſons deeply affe. 


in the World , to want Chriſttobe 


beafflifting wants, but thus isa dam- 
ning want, Ocher wancs may make 
thee deſpiſed of men, bur this wand 
will- make thee tor: ever to be ab- 


Nours z nay, .thou were, berter want 
| | bread [ 


bewaile your grearwant, as perſons, | 


Red with ic. 'Tis the greateſt wane | 
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bread to pur in thy head, then want 
Chrift co be in thy heart. Thou were 
bertey want thy deere Husband, thy 
[weete Wife , tolye inthy boſon, 
then want Ghritt to lyechere, Nay, 
thy ſoule were better to be without 
thy body , then without Chriſt, If 
etherebe any want under heaven,that 
makesa hell to a man , upon Earth, 
it1s this, to want Chriſt co-be with 
his ſpirit. For what js it that makes 
hel}, hell ? a place full of fin.and full 
of miſery? bur this, that Chriſt is not 
with thoſe ſpirits : they are ſpirits e- 
verlaftingly excluded, trom all com- 
munion with Chriſt, Now whereas | 
| _=_ wants ,' make youcomplaine 
vily , and mourne birrerly, beg | 
the Lord to make theſe things (inke 
into your ſpirits, that you may be 
ſen(ible ofchis great want of wants, | / 
that yourſpirits arewichour Chrift, 
and ſo wicthout God in thisworld ; 
chat {o all ſorrow for others wants, 
may mecte and run in one channel, 
ro bewayle rhis want. S.uwls 
fpecch co hirſervane, 1 may here fats 
ly allude ro,Come let ws return (ſaid 
he ) 
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he) lcaft my Father leave caring for 
the Aſſes, and take thenght for ma, If 

ou that mourn for this want, and 
that wane, did but feel the want of 


of waight.Come,O my ſoulc ! ceaſe 
mourning for Father, and Mother ; 
ceaſe mourning for Husband and 
Wife , for children and ſubſtance ; 
in to mourne for this, that 
thou yerliveſt ChriſtletTe, and art in 
the ready way to dye and periſh re- 
medilelle. 

When you have got your hearts 
to bleed inwardly, under your great 
wantzthen cry mightily tothe Lord, 
to ſupply it. And to make your pra- 


wherin hehath engaged him- 
ſclfe todo good in Chriſt, ro them 
that are «far of, Thy ſoulethou fin- 
deft far off from Chriſt : why , the 
promiſe(ſaith the Apoſtle)ot Chniſt 
and ſalvation by himzis to ſuch. For 
the promiſe # 10 you and 10 your chil- 


bis {burch Militant, 


En , urgethe promiſe of | 
God, 


dren, and to all that are (afarre off.) 
5 Thais | 
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This Perer ſpake by way ofcomtorc, 


as now [ do, to ſuch asfelt their ſpi- 
rits wichout Chriſt ; withour grace 
and hope of glory. Chriſt you ſce-1s 
under promile,under a generall pro- 
miſe, and therefore no foule ſhould 
deſpaire of obtaining him. He is 
promiſed co the:Iewes , and not on- 
ly co them, but-to us Gentiles, who 
Semetimes were dfarre off, not to 
this Gentile or that , bur to all that 
are prickt in heart for the want of 
him. For the promiſe is to you and to 
ory children , and to allthat are a- 
far off, Let every one thereforeupon 


chis ground , that feels his ſpirit] 


pricke and wounded , for want of 
Chrift, rake words to himelfe, and 
g0 unto God, andſay. © God, my 
foulc is a poore Chriftlelle ſoule. 
I finde by wofull experience, that 
the Lord Teſus is nor with my ſpi- 
rit , by reaſon of which I live wic- 
kedly .to thy diſhonour, and ſhall, 
I know not how ſoone,- die miſera- 
bly , tomine owne erernall undo- 
ing , if thoudo not ſhew mercy 

on ine , according to thy promile. 
Thow! 


—. a... A. 
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Thou haſt ſaid that thou wilt be- 
ſtow Chriſt, gracc and (alvation, 
vpon.them that are afar off ; make 
good thy gracious promiſe tome, 
whoſe ſpiritis far fromChriſt,grace 
and all good;ſoſha]rthou oblige me 
for ever unte thee;andlI ſhall tell of 
thy goodnelle as long as live. 

| Having thus ſpoken what I 
chought fit,to ſuch 2s finde by what 
was formerly delivered, that Chrift 
is not with their ſpirits; [ſhall in che 
next place ſpeake unto you, that by 


what was formerly delivered, finde,} 
'char Chriſt is with your ſpirirs. 


| 1Somthing by way of counſel,&ſom- 


thing by way of.conſolation, Thave 


to deliver unroyou, Three things by | 
way. of ceunſel]..] would opipaens | 


unto.you:rhaxk fully acknowledg this 
great favonr ; carefully preſerve it ; 
& indnftrionſly labor to angment it. 

. Firſt, chankfully . acknowledge 
this great fayour. 'Tis a pearle of 


to bee with thy ſpirit : and for 
reat favors,every one will acknow- 
5 \- WW ledge 


[great price, that God hath caſt. in- | 
to thy bolome, to give Chriſt | 
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ledge it very fir, and juſt , that they 
ſhould be chankfull. 'Tisa Jew al 
that Chriſt ſcarce gives to. one of 
ten chouſand: and for raregitts, eve 
ry one will readily confelle it tobe | 
great ingratitude, nor thankfully to 
acknowkdge them. Doeſt thou not 
on ſome ſweare,ſome curſe, ſome|| 
e,like their father the ncrgrobe 
Jo. wouldſt have beene ſuch: an 
one, had not God given Chriſt to 
be with chy ſpirit. Doeft thou nor ſee 
ſome drunkards, ſome whorema- 
ſters, ſome murderers, ſome perſe- 
cucors of the Saints? Why chou|| 
' would'ft have beene ſuch an | On if || 
God had not given Chriſt to bee 
with chy ſpirit. Doeft thou not ſee 
ſome make a God of their belly, 
ſome make a God of their wealth, 
ſomeproud, ſomennd , fame pur 
ting far from them the evill day, li. 
ving as if they ſhould never dy ef1||! 
Why, thou wouldeſt have been ſuch|| 
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tobe withch y ſpirit. Doeſtchounor|| 
ſee ſome Nabats, ſome lexabels, 
 fome Cains \ ſore Demafes . fone 


he... 1 
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hey| Iudaſ's? Why, amongit the num- 


rl 26 of theſe wouideſt thou have 


of |||beene, had not God given Chriſt to 


4 nific the Lord with all chy might, 


and ler all chat is within thee praiſe 
bus holy Name, Thinke but how it 
[was with thee, when thy ſpirit was 
| without Chritt. How fooliſh thou 
waſt ſerving divers luſts : howthe 
God of this world which rules 
mightily in the child-en of diſobe- 


[|| dience , did rule mighcily in thee. 


| How weak thy ſpirit was,andealily 
| overcome and carried captive of e- 
[very luſt, How drunken thy ſpiric 
was ,and reeld from one opinion to 
anocher ; ; ore day thou thoughtſt| 
|chus,andthus,and another day thou 
[choughtſt quite contrary. I ſay, do 
[bur think of cheſe things , and how 
the Lord might -uſtly have leftthee 
ſtill, to have gone on chus, unti)l 
thou hadſt periſhed, as he hath done 
| many thouſands ; and chen be un- 

thankfull , fcr the communion of 
Cheiſt with thy ſpirit,if thoucanſt, 
It was this conſideration that ſet 


[be with thy ſpiric, Wherefore mag- | 


| 
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ten thouſand: and for rare gifts, eve- 
ry one will readily confctle ir to be 


ou wouldſt have beene ſuch an 


cucors of the Saints? Why chou 
' would'ſt have beene ſuch an one, if 
God had not given Chriſt to bee 
with chy ſpirit. Doeft chou nor ſee 
ſome make a God of their belly, 
| ſome make a God of their wealth, 


| an one, had nor God gives Chriſt 


fome Cairns , ſore Demaſes , ſome 


TH 


m——_—_ 


great ingratitude, nor thankfully to | 
acknowkdge them. Doeſt thou not| 
heare ſome ſweare,ſome curſe, ſome| 
| ho cheirfather the Devill?Why | 
t 


ſomeproud, ſomemad , ſome put-f| 
ring far from them the evill day, li-|| 
ving as if they ſhould never dyc?|| 
Why, thou wouldeſt have been ſuch || 


to be with thy ſpirit. Decſt thou nor || 
ſee ſome Nabals, ſome Iexabels,|| 


| 
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ledge it very fir, and juft , that they | 
ſhould be rhankfull. 'Tisa' Iewell | 
| that Chriſt ſcarce gives to.one of |! 
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hey | Indaſ” 5? Why, among't the num- 
yell ber of cheſe wouldeſt thou have 


» of |beene, had not God given Chriſt to 


we- || be wich chy ſpirit. Wherefore mag- 3 


be |[/nific che Lord with all chy might, 
/to [and ler all that is within thee praiſe 
not || his holy Name, Thinke but how it 
me || was with thee, when thy ſpirit was 
'hy | without Chriit. How fooliſh thou 
an [aſt ſerving divers luſts : howthe 
raj God of this world which rules 
ſee || mightily in che childzen of diſobe- 
na- [| dience , did rule mighcily in thee. 
ſe- j} How weak thy ſpirit was,and eaſily 
ou [| overcome and carried caprive of e- 
if very luſt, How drunken thy ſpirit 
hee [|| was , and reeld from one opinion to 
ſee] another ; ore day thou thoughtſt| 
ly, [{{thus,and chus,and another day thou 
, ||choughtſt quite contrary, I ſay, do 
at- ff buc think of theſe things , and how 
li. ||the Lord might -uſtlyhave left thee 


ef? ||| ſtill , to have gone'on chus,, unti)] 


ch |||chou hadfſt periſhed, as he hath done | 


it ||| many thouſands ; and then be un- 
wor | {| thankfull , for the communion of * 
fs ||| Chriſt with thy ſpiric,ifthoucanſt, 


le It was this conſideration that ſet 
3} H Paul 


we - |» — 


-—m——— 


= — — 
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| Paxl a woadring 2t the goodnelle 
of the Lord. 1 was ablaſphemer , a 
perſecutor,c.yert 1 obtamed merey. 


' 
I 
! 


obtained mercy,XC. it was wonder- 
full in his eye, that God (ſhould give 
Chriſt, ro dwell with ſuch a bloody 


| this way ler us go to work , to raile 
our dull ſpirits, ro magnihe rhe free 


a man of a very proud , paſlionare, 
malicious , uncleane ſpirit; and yer 

] obraincd mercy. God hath given 
Chriſt co be with this depraved ſpi- 
rit, and ina little time he hath done 
very much , and madea manifeſt 
change1n wy \pirit ; of very proud, 
he hach wade u 1n fome meaſure 
humble ; of very paſlionate,in ſome 
meaſure patier.; of very malicious; 
1 ſome mealu'c loving z of very un- 
cleane, inſume meaſure continent. 
O! the riches of his love ; how un- 
ſearchable is bis mercy, aud hu love 
paſt ſending out. 


oodnelle of the Lord:tor *cisa work 
of all workes, that God loves, I was 


Chr iſts Communion with | | 


| He circun:flexes thisterip [1] yer [1] 


blaſpheming ſpirit, as he had, In] ! 


—— — 


[-- Secondly , as I would haye you 
| thank , 


—  — 
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chankfully acknowledge this great 


tavour,ſo | would have you careful- 
ly labour to preſerve it. You finde 


| [ear you have Chriſt with your ſpi- 


rits, take heed you do not loſe him. 
Thou were better loſe thy life, then 
loſethe ſpeciall preſence of Chriſt 


| With thy ſpirit, 'T isaprime & prin- 


Clpall blefling,as thou haſt heard ; a 


| bleſſing of more worth then this 


world ; nay ofinore worth then thy 
ſfoule,wh'ch Cariſt values aboye the 
world. Now choice things, we arc 
uſually very carefull of, and keepe 
them choicely, Chriſt cotally (I 


ſomeprime and principall operati- 


very far, though not totally. Aman 
may loſethe preſcnce of Chriſt with 
his ſpirit totally , asa Comforter. 
T he Comforter, which ſhould relieve 
my ſonle us far from me , ſaith Jere- 
mah , in the perſon of the afflicted 
Church,” Ts profmble enough, that 
Davias \pirit , was thus-{tripr of 


know) can no man loſe, which hath 
him after a ſpeciall manner, preſent 
| with his ſpitit: but according to 


ons, he may : according toorhers,. 


—= 
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Chriſt, by his dolorous complains, 
which frequently wereade of. 1: hs | | 
mercy cleane gone for ever: dth hu | | 
promiſe faile for evermore ? Hath 
God forgotten to be gracions? hathbe 
in anger ſhut up his tender mercies ? 
 \Pfal.n7.7, |/ell the Lord caft off foreven ? and 
| [529 will he be favourable no more ? So:nc 
carriages .in Chriſtians rowe-rds 
Chriſt, make Chriſt torally alcer hi. 
carriage towards them ; though for 
his promiſe ſake,he will never cotal- 
ly remove himſclte from then, 

Ag when Chriſtians do nor keep 
their waech ſtriftly againſt (inne,in 
all the occalions of ic; then Chriſt 
[inſtead of being a Comforter, be- 
comes a convincer ; and inſtead of | 
ſpeaking fweet things, he ſpeaks ve- 
ry bitter unto the {oule. This was: 
the caſe of David and Peter. Or 
when Chriitians are carele(le , and 
ſluggiſh, to maintaineand encreaſe | 
their ſweet communion withChritt; | 
unyecelding to the ſweer motions of 
the ſpiric of Chriſt, and turning off 
times the deate eare, againtt the (till 


voice behind them , which ſaith, 
this 


A 


 II——_ ————{} \.... 
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| 
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this wu theway, walke in it, Then 


| Chriſt drawes a curtaine berweene 
| theſpirit ofman, and himſelfe, and 


| leaves the ſpirit of man in the dark, 
[and full of feares. This is notably 
illuſtrated , by that language of the 
Spoule, /t is the voyce of my beloved 
that knocketh, ſaying, open tome, my 
Siſter, my Love, my Dove. my nnde- 
filed: for my head is filled with dew, 
and my locks ith the drops of the 
»1ghr, The Church was convinced 
| of this, that it was her beloved,ſcek- 
ig neerer communion with her, 
and yer obſerve how ſhe replyes. 7 
have put off my coat, how ſhall ! nn 
it on ? Thave waſhed my feet y Pow 
ſhall 1 defile them? 1 opered tomy be- 
loved, but my bel:vtd had withdrawn 
Eimſelf and was gone ; my fonle fai- 
led when ht ſpake ; I ſought him,but 
T could not finde him: 1 called bim, 
but he gave me no anſwer. You that 
| finde the preſence of Chriſt wich 
your ſpirits, as a Comforter , make 
Chriſtian, ule of what I have |; aid, 
that you may, ſtill enjoy ſo great a 
| mercy. Andif you lole the Lord 
H lefus 


| 


3 
—_— 


| 


Cant. 5. 


eee one 
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leſus Chriſt,as a Comforter co your 
ſpirits, miſerable comforters will all 
other things prove unto you. You 
will mourne, and none will be able 
cocomfort you, if Chriſt as a Com- 
torter forſake your ſpirits. 
Secondly, as a leader, a man may 
very farre loſe the communion of 
Chriſt with his ſpirit. As1f a Chri- 
{tian take liberty to. [in againſt that 
light , which Chriſt hath ſer up in 
his ſpirit ; this will make Chriſt fiſt 
or laft (if not timely lookr unto ) 
leavea man to his owne underitan- 


will ſuch a man declare hunſelfe 
quickly, to be a foole, and a bezſt,in 
| many points, as Davidiaith, Have 
you not {cene Chrittians of great 
light,erre in judgment, and erre in 


ne{le, buc from hence, that Chriſt as 
aleader ſtands aloofe from their ſp1- 
'rits ? which iga plain demonitjation 
{rhata man may loſe the pretence of 
; Chriſt with his ſpirit, asa leader. 
David (I beleeve) found the truth 
| of this, as well as of the former, by 


WO- | 


ding,to ſteare his courſe ; and then} 


practiſe ? Whence comes this weak-! 


$I" 6 8 te ee 


\| wofull experience. A man may col- | 
| le ſomuch cleerely, from bis own 


— 


ot Pas = 


— 
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words, Caſt me not away our thy 
preſence, and take not thy holy Spirit 
from me. The Spirit of God is ther- 
fore called by. David a holy Spirit, 
becauſc holy in himſelte (che Spirit 


of the holy God, as he ſaid to Dani- 
e/) bur principally here, as I con- 
ceive, Ab officio: becauſe the wor- 


ker of holinelle in us, David doubt- 
lefle by hisfall, found an exceeding | 
| weaknelle in his Spirit, unto all 
| good , over what formerly he did ; 
and a ſtrong propenſity againe to 


erre ;.as every act of {in leaves ſeed 
and ipawn upon theſpirit, to bring 


forth more, to cover the firſt, orto 
comnurt the hke agairie, But more 
then all this, he tound Chriſt to 
{tand aloofe from his ſpirit ; not ex- 
erciling tbat ſpeciall dominion mn 
his ſpirit, as before, for the ſubdu- 
ing of luſt , and ſuggeſting of holy 
motions and delires,but leaving him 
aSit were to himſelfe , as one with 


whom he would have no more to | 


do. And therefore doth D avid fo. 


| H4 dolefully 
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dolefully complaine : Caſt me not 


away from thy preſence, and take not. 
thy [holy] Spirit from me : you ther- 
fore which finde Chriſt with your 
ſpirits, as a tender leader, take heed 
of (inning againſt any part of that 
light , whuch he ers up in yourun- 
derſtundings , or againſt. any mo- 
tions of his ſpirit, which he ſuggeſts 
unto you ; left he leave you to your: 
own lighr,& to-your own ſtrength, 
and then will you ran from lellelins 


rogreater , from onelin to another, 


like David and Petey,to theſcanda. 
1izing of the Goſpel, andthe deſpe- 
rate wounding of your own ſoules, 

The third and laſt thing that I 


would commend unto you, by way |f 


of counſell, isrhis, labourto aug- 
ment this great favour, Yeu finde 
Chriſt with your fpirits, labburin- 
duſtriouſ]y,to have Chriſt more and 
more with your ſpirits. *T1s a prirre 


and principall bleſſing, as you have 


heard, ro have Chriſt with yourſpi- 


rits ; therefore labour roger as much 
of this favour and happineſle as po- 
ſlibly you can, Thou haſt Chriſt 


with i] 


| {| with thy ſpirit as a teacher ; why-cheu maiſt have 


1{r#th,it thou urge his promiſe and beleeve, He 
1will fl! thee with 
wiſdome and ſpirituall underſtanding, It thou pray | 


———— 
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hitn yer more intimate wich thee, and open unto 
thee, in imparting divine myſteries, if thou fo/- 
{ow on to know,zs the Prophet ſpeaks,i* thou hum- 
bly forger, and look over all thou haſt, and prel]: 
hard after more : the things thou knoweſt riot, 


Chriſt will teach thy ſpirir, morning by morning, |. 


as by the learned, Chriſt hath eaughr thy ipirit ma- |! 


ny truchs ; why , he will /eade thy ſpirit into all 
» the knowledge of hu will in all 


for it as Par/ did for the {oloſſians. 


Thou findeſt Chriſt with thy ſpirit as a Com- 


forter ; why thou maiſt have yet much more con- | 
{olation from him, if thou ſtudy to be moreplia- | 


ble co him. Thou haſt Chriſt diſtilling drops of 


conſolationinto thy ſpirit, now& chen;why thou | 


aiſt have Chriſt powringin flagons of loven- 
othy ſoule, filling thee with joy unſpeakable and 
ull of glory , if thou bring thy ſpiritco be more 


owly and meek for ſuch finde molt ref? rorheir | 
axles: if thou carefully keep comming to (hriſt | | 
ill in every preſſure of ſpirit ; for ſuch finde molt | 


aſe : that isrenewing faich ſtill, as thoureneweſt 
hy ſinnes. 


Thou findeſt Chriſt wichthy ſpiric,as a quick-| | 


erand ſtrengthner toduty ; why thou mailt find 
H 5 cond 
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him yer more mighty withthy (piric chis wzy, if | 
chou powre our thy ſpiric often with David for {P” 
 [quickning prace; and if thou more deny thine r 
own ſtrength , and caſt thy ſe]te more upon his. 
Could we but attain Pa#ls height in (eltatenyall, Þþ 
{| [to benothing in our ſelves (though I am nothing, Þ! 
[faith he ) we ſhould finde Chriit gloriouſ]y pre-f® 
' [ſent till wich ourſpirics, and bemore conſtant in þ 
| [zeale and ſtrength tocvery good work , then wel. 
are. I conclude this thus, be ſo tratable to Chriſt, hy, 
 |chatthou maiſt with Mary,win upon Chriſt fti]];þn 
; [andthinke that thou canft never be neere enoughP! 
- ſto him, norintimateenough with him ; and this 

| [is the ready way , ts have a heaven upon earch :|.. 
[for the more weget Chriſt ro be with our ſpirits, |, « 
{the moretruly may we be ſaid to be in Heaven, þe 
The laſtthing that I have toſay toyou , that 
find Chriſt with your ſpirits, is matrer of conſo-P!* 
lation, Here is comforr for you againſt famine}, / 
When thy body wants food , Chriſt that is withj;.. 
thy ſpiric , will give that meat to eat, which thej. 
world knows not off, ſothat when others repine,bp« 
and carſe God and their King 1n their extremity, | 
| asthe Prophet ſpeaks;thou ſhalt be patient in pra-V. 
yertohim', who can command Ravens to bring], 
theebread and fleſh to feed on; and will, rather,,. 
then thou ſhalcitarve, if chy life may be more toþ,, 
his glory,then thy death. b hy 

ere” 


> — _—— - —_— 
i — __ — -- —_— J _— 


= 


amo TT —— 


hi Church CMilitant, 155 [ 


fi Here's comfort for you againſt the ſword. Inthe 
"We imidſt of all troubles and fears,Chriſt chat is with thy 
. |pirit will beare thee up admirably, Whar is the face 
nebfan enemy toterrifie, if Chriſt be with thy ſpirit, 
1. [What is the ſpoiling of thy goods > nay what 1s the 
all, ſpoiling of thy body 2 - if Chriſt be with thy ſoule. A 
0, Mountaine of miſery, 1s but as a Mole-hill, if Chriſt 
Te- [upporr the ſpirit, To think of the Sword ina naked 
eterence to feth and blood, and ſo nothing is more 
e&frible : but letus that feare the Lord think of it, in 
Welteference to Chriſtthar is with our ſpirits, and then 
1k, hve thallnot be troubled , though we heare of wars 
11l;Þnd rumours of wars , no more then artthe rumours 
1gh df any other calamity. 
this} Hereiscomforr tor you againſt the Plague, which 


tin 


th *Þ any diſeaſe to the body,if Chriſt be with thy ſoul 2 


RS,As the outward man decayeth, the inward man ſhall 
N, pe renewed daily , becauſe Chnitis with thy ſpirit, 
hath hen thy body is full of pain, thy ſoule ſhall be full 
iſo. þf comfort, becauſe Chriſtis with thy _— When 
:ne,1y body is ſealed with ſpotsfor death , thy ſoule 
p " all be ſealed with the Holy Ghoſt unto eternall 
VItife, becauſe Chriſt is with thy ſpirir. The plague of 
the he body is nothing, 1tthis ho of plagues be not 
ine,apon the ſpirit, ro wit, deſtitute of Chriſt, | 
ity, Here is comfort for you agaiaſt perſecution, 
Dra- hen men frowne upon thee without , Chriſt will 


| 


s here and there ſcattered-in the Kingdome, What |. 


df ileuponthy ſpirit within: when men lade thy out- 
IN2L.ard man with reproaches , Chriſt will fill thy in- 
me,ard man with comforts : when men ſhut u thy ; 


© iOhody from the communion of Saints,Chriſt will give! * 


| 


hy ſparit a large freedome of communion with him-1_ 


ore? ſelfe.. 


— — 


< 
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'|ſelfe. When men ftrike thy body, Chriſt will ſtroke 
'{thy ſoule : when men kill chy body, Chritft will ave 
[thy ſoule, Ina word , as the afflictions of Chriſt a- 
| bound in thy body , ſothe conſolations of Chrilt 
'| ſhall ound; in thy ſoule, becauſe Chriſtis with thy 
'{{pirit. Name any miſery that is incident to man,and 
here's comfort to be ſuckt out of this point, to op. 
! [poſe unro it. Finally in life,in death;and eternally af- 
{|[terdeath, Chriſt that is with thy ſpirit will be gaine 
{ [unto'thee. Thy life he will make comfortable ; th 

[death hopefull; and thy being after death eternally 
| [joyfull. WhereforeI will conclude my Sermon for 
[the good of you, as S. Par/ doth his Epiſtle for the 
| [good of Timothy, The Lord Teſus Chriſt be with 
| [10Ar ſperits. | 


Trinuni Deo gloria, 


py 
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\ſelfe. When men ſtrike thy body, Chriſt will ſtroke 
{thy ſoule : when men kill rhy body, Chriſt will ave 
thy ſoule, Ina word , as the afflicttons of Chriſt a- 
| bound in thy body , ſothe conſolations of Chriſt 
[ſhall Henefin thy ſoule, becauſe Chriſtis with thy 
ſpirit. Name any miſery that is incident ro man,and 
[here's comfort to be ſuckt out of this point, to op. 
[poſe unro it. Fivally in life,in death;and eternally af- 
terdeath, Chriſt that 1s with thy ſpirit will be gaine 
[unto'thee. Thy life he will make comfortable ; thy 
[death hopefull; and thy being after death erernally 
| [joyfull. Wherefore I will conclude my Sermon for 
[the good of you, as S. Pau/ doth his Epiſtle for the 
| [good of Timothy, The Lord leſus Chriſt be with 
| [104r ſprrits. 


Trinuni Deo gloria, 


FINIS. 
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